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To JOHN SHORE, Ef. 
PRESIDENT and Members of the Boarp of REVENUE, 
Fort WILLIAM. 


GEN TLE MEN, 


Y the enclofed Copy of my addreffes to the Prefident No. 1 and 2 *, it appears 
that the Patna Council firft gave an eftablifhed value to the Zemindarry Tenure 
in Bahar, which being previous thereto indefinite under adifpotic Government, We 


haye in vain Jabored and argued to afcertain. 


Tt now behaves me to fubmit my fentiments upon the belt mode of raifing a Land 


Revenue. 


With the eaperience of other nations and the remarks of former legiflators, the 


prefent Government are free to feled the fimpleft and fecurefl fyftem. 


In Great Britain the Land-Tax was a voluntary affeffment, and many fubfequent 
plans have been in vain fuggefted to equalife it, Montcfquieu and the wifeft politicians 
have evinced that whiff Govermment varics irs demand 1 proportion to the improve- 


ment or decay of different diltrids, * Indultry 15 damped, and Land Lofes its value.” 


Upon the prefent farming fytem Government’s Land-Tav is expofed to flu€ua. 
tion and diminution, as it enurely relies upon the management of the Colle@ors 
and Farmers, and the knowledge of human nature, will dictate the propable chances 


in favor or againft Government. 














“ Appendix A, B, 
Ag If: 
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aft. If abilities and integrity are accompanied with indolence; the country 
fuffers and the Revenue falls. 


ad. If integrity is accompanied with inability, ditto. 
gd. If abilities are ill-direAed, ditto. 
4th. If abilities, integrity, and a€tivity unite, fuccefs muft be the confequence. 


This calculation which experience extorts from me, will not 1 truff, rifque an un- 


generous imputation fince the hiftory of every nation will confirm it. 


Purfuant to your dire@tions under date the goth February, I am with all poffible 
pun@tuality preparing the account required of the numerous transfers in landed pro- 
perty fince the acquifition of the Company’s Dewanny, but the poffeffors varying 
even whilft recording, little can be expefled from an inveftigation, fo complex and 


extenfive, 


The great obje& is to fecure Property, and to create Confidence, as far as human 
nature will admit; for after indulging the moft benevolent fpeculations, inevitable ca- 
fualties will require temporary extraordinaries; thefe however, when impartially levied, 
are eafily defrayed by an improved country. 


Permit me firft to folicit your perufal of the accompanying ftatement of Pergunnah 
‘Coofra, No. 9, rented Jaft year at 13,000 Rupees, and if properly drawn out, I will 
obtain @ fanilar one from each Pergunnah. 


I recommend thas each Village be diftinfly afiuffed, fome now too heavily to be 
lightened, and others equitably increafed, from my knowledge of this Pergunnah 
and the improvements by my Sezawul, I am of opinion, that Coofra may always eafily 
wy ag,000 Rupees per Annum, 

With 
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‘With your fan@ion 1 will allot it out, and where wafte lands cannot be properly 
taxed, thefe fhall remain as Crown Lands, till encreafed wealth and population create 
propofals for their quit rent. 


Where Zemindars hold their own villages all is plain, but where they refufe the quit« 


rent allotment, they will receive their one-tenth Maliconnah, which is an indulgent 
and permanent compenfation, 


When Government thus fix and publifh the land tax of each village, the * Canon- 
‘goes are rendered ufelefs, that, and the ¢ Chowdry Office originated in fufpicion, for 
where demands are ad /:bitum, numerous checks muft be provided againft the Collece 


tors, which by burthening the cultivators with expence, diminifhes their payments of 
revenuc. 


The farming fyftem has been the ruin of this country ; One man alone can be ag- 
grandized in each Pergunnah, but too frequently by endeavouring tu obtain the 
Zemindarry mghts and levelling under-renters, he ruins himfelf and injures the 


revenue, alienates lands, and involves in labored ambiguity the Mofuffil Colle@tions. 


Whereas if Government determining the Rights of Zemindars from the year 177% 
without further Reftrofpection refolved upon a fixed Rent-roll of cach Pergunnah, all 
would be plain and fure, the Collcftor could not exaét more, and as the land would 


be anfwerable, the revenue would be certain. 


The wealthy and creditable would become competitors for { Mocurrery Tenures, 
and by emulous improvements from {clf intereft encourage the Ryots. 


caer oee a nn mnETnISE aon eee mE EEE ot weaned 


* Officers of Record, + Ditto. { Pormanertt, 


How 
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How many men in neighbouring countries expofed to the ravages of war and op- 


prefon, would bring their capitals into thefe Provinces to purchafe the Mocurrerys 
ofthole whom folly or extravagance obliged to fell! 


Where large* Zemindars are at prefent Renters, 1 would avoid minute inveftiga- 
tion, and only caufe them to apportuon the Grofs Jumma + upon their feveral vil- 
Jages, which might be privately difpofed of by themfelves, or publicly fold for arrear, 
liable to the fpecified rent. If great families fall and others rife on their ruin, in 
the natural revolutions of time and. chance, it will not aflc& either the credit or 
Landed property will become more equally 
ManufaQures will 





revenue of our Government. 
divided.——Individuals will vie im buildings, drefs, &c. 
revive.———The dangerous influence feudal Rayghs and Nabobs will be difperfed. 


—All ranks will chearfully acquiefce in any temporary Tax for defending their 





valuable poffeffions. 
Fearful to be too prolix fhould concifenefs on fo enlarged a topic have occafioned 


obfcurity, 1 fhall deem myfclf flattered, if requiicd to explain. 


I remain, CENTLEMEN, 


Your moft obedient humble fervan, 


THOMAS LAW, Culleftor. 
Gra, Janwary 17, 1788. 
rstesnrenncpmcrethemnen necator NN 


® Permanent Tenures, + Revenue. 


Extract 
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EXTRACT of a Letter from the COLLECTOR of Bauar, 
dated the 24th Oltober, and recorded on the Proceedings of the 
11th Novegnber, 1788. 


NURHUT SUMOY, Pelich, Maldah, Bahar, and Cooflah, I have ftated at the 


fettlement of laft year being Amany *, and the furplus colicdtion thall be brought to 
credit at the end of the year. 


As the Mufuffil ¢ fettlement which I have made of the above-mentioned Pergune 


nahs required particular difcuffion, I have appropriated a feparate letter thereto 
No 2. 


The prefent unfavorable feafon prevented a greater increafe; when however, the 
balances of 1194 in thefe Fergunnahs are adverted to, I truft, Gentlemen, that )ou 
will rather be furprifed that the fettlement 1s fo much, than thai it 1s no more. 


If the Mocurrerys are confirmed, there cannot be an Anna | balance, and the Na- 


tives will enrich the country by then exertions. “ A farmer, fay they, will not ex. 


“ tend his length of icafe to us, but grant a fhortcr one and fubfequently raile de« 


“ mands upon usin proportion to our improvement, which, if we rcfule, he devotes to 


a 


* a difperate high bidder or a mercilefs fervant the fruits of our induflry ; we can now 


“ borrow money of bankers, cattle, and feed having landed fecurity to offer; and 


«© who will be backward to Jabour when the profit is their own? The foil will return 
“ twenty grains for one; who will not lend at fuchintereft? Should Government hefix 
“ tate to grant us Sunnuds |, we fhall neverthelefs be grateful for the removal of 


“ intermediate farmers, and though the fufpence prohibits building, yet confiding in a 
nr rnp eC A a LC CL TCT EC SL TSC TEC SCT | 
* Not farmed bot under a nauve Collector, + Detailed. 

t Sixteenth ot a Rupee, \| ‘Zatle Deeds, 


© humane 
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© humane adminiftration, we will by encreafed cultivation endeavour to obtain the 


© seward of confirmdtion, and cyince by excition, that we are not undeferving 


Of kigdnels.” 


I could not have expe€ted a more flattering cffedt of my Plan, than the foregoing 
promifes from the Mocurrerydart, but ce’r the paragraph was copied, many adlually 
put profeflon im prathic, by granting then Ry ots an addiuon of one-eighth on divi- 
fion of the crop, or a deduciion of two annas per Rupee upon their Pottahs, 
and foveral much morc 5 T have thercfore the pleafure to conclude a letter commen- 


eed in the ddlidence of theory, with the confidence of proof. 





fo JOHN SHORE, FH. 


Presipenr and Mrupers of the Boarn of REVENUE, 
Forr WILLIAM, 


GENTLEMEN, 


{ HAD the honor ty addrefs you under date the 17th January 1788, fubmitting a 
fuccinét Account of my Mocurrcry Plan, which with the flattering fangtion of your 


authority, I have adopted in the Pergunnahs Nurhut Samoy, Pelich, Bahar, Muldah, 
and Coofra, where the farmers had furlet. 


In allotting the pertion of the Crof Jumma or Revenue upon the fc veial villages, 
Lesperienced a fecihty beyond my expefations fiom the ready propolals of every 
elafs of Natives, the Zefnindars reviving at the hope of emancipation from vexatious 
temporary farmers, and men of property reyoicing at the idea of extrication from 


difiefiful flu€uating uncertainty, for by the former fytlem, the mghts of inferior 
Land- 
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Lisiid-holiders were left infecure, and confufion occafioned, which whilft it harraffed 
the honeft, creditable, and prudent, promoted the knavith, indigent, and defperate. 


To elucidate the argument in favor of the Mocurrery fyftem, I have contrafted' 
the refult of the two modes of farming and Mocurrerys under their refpe@tive heads, 


a een een 


FAR ALTING. 


TIE fir and moft immediate confi- 
deration of Government is the fecurty. 
This refls on individuals and at prefent 
none of property remain, confequently 
loffes mutt occun by deaths, embezzlement 


and mifinanagement. 


The fecond an? moft miterial confi- 
deration +s the future cffett towards im- 
provement, and it is evident, that every 
ycar diminifhes confidence, the leafe verg- 


ing to a conclufion. 


No man can build, dig wells, plant 
trees, &c. or improve a village left the 
Aumils * fhould proportionably affefs him ; 
ifa fcarcity happens, farmers avaricioufly 
aggravate it into a famine, their interelts: 
being in the crop only. 


At 


Mocurrery or Hereditary Fflates with fixed 
Rents. 
The fecurity of Government is in land 


and therefore can never fail, 


Every year encreafes confidence: by 
length of poffeffion. 


Every man will lay out money in pera: 
manent ftructures, asluch works enhance: 
the valuc of his cftate and promife future 
bencht; if a fcarcity happens, the land- 
holders will forego qemands and encou- 
rage cultivation, to preferve their te« 
nants, who become a part of their necef> 
fary property. 

The 


ee TT OC TEE tt EP PSS SSCS PSNI, 


© Farmers, 
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At the expiration of the period of his. 


teafe, the farmer's intereft prompts him 
to make the moft toenrich himfelf, and 


render his country Jefs capable of an in- 


creafc; he will have aggrandifed himfelf 
and kept every under-renter in poverty, 


Farmers entice foreigners who come 
with property to rent, that they may obtain 
it, and thus others are deterrcd from 
coming,and unlcfs by renting, how are 
they to fupport themfelves, the com- 


merce having been hitherto monopolifed. 


under vari- 


ous denominations either froin bribery 


Aumils alienate lands 


or charity; perhaps they are fur- 
tively fecreted from a fubfequent negli- 
gent Aumil, who fails accordingly, but 
when an ebles one fucceeds, they are 
refumed, to avoid this, Soubadars have 
taxed. the Revenue with eftablifhments 


and penfions. 


The increafing independence, will have 
raifed a clafs of native gentlemen pro- 
prietors, who will gradually have efta- 
blifhed themfelves in good houfes, with 
the various comfurts oi life. 


A foreigner can come and purchafe 
villages with a certainty of the profit 
above the fixed rent, if he knows a ma- 
nufaflure he may cftablifh at on his own 
eflate, or encreafe his ground rent by 
encouraging manufaclurcrs to build their 
works, previoufly fetting for a deter. 


mined fum. 


Under the feudal Mogul Government, 
lands alloued to religious edifices and 
colleges were deemed facred, and the 
rulers fupperted them by donations; 
thele 
fources are ftopped, and they have cons 


under our Government, both 
fequently decayed; upon a Mocurrery 
fyftem, the proprietors may endow theie 
eftates by bequeft without any lofs of Re- 
venue to Government, thele villages, 
being liable to the fixed rent and the 


furplus produce only transferred. 


By 
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‘A Parner tikes a whole or feveral 
Pergunnahs including market duties, &c. 
without any fpecification of the villages; 
Government therefore is totally prevented 
from interior arrangements during the 
leafe. 


When a Zemindar farms his own 
country, if he falls in arrears he muft ei- 
ther be oufted in toto, or a portion of 
hie Zemindarry fold, but no rent is 
afcertained, and indecd, purchafers can- 
not be found to buy land which can 
only be valuable by calculating the cer- 
tain expeace and probable profits. 


Ifa farmer abfconds or is imprifoned 
Thould he not have Iiquidated the Malka- 
neh, or Zemindar’s one tenth, Government 
are bound in juflice, to the numerous Land- 
holders, to defray the arrears from the 
treafury, the farmer being only a de- 
addition to balances 


legate ; thus in 


fums mult be refunded. 


A Farmer is harraffed by claims and 
the 


By this fyftem each village and num- 
ber of Begahs aré afcertained, all illegal 
alienations are cafily difcovered, and wil 
become an addition to the prefent Reve- 
nue, and asthe wealth of a nation arifes 
from commerce, which depends upon 
the proper modification of the Gunges *; 
I have therefore excluded them from the 
Mocurrerys, for any future reform. 


' By this plan Village by Village may 
be fold to liquidate a balance, and there 
will be competitors for the purchafe, for 
the fixed Revenue being publifhed, and 
the extent of Begahs known, the ative 
and induftrious will rely upon profit from 
furplus colleétions. 


The Zemindar will never fail to ré8 
ccive his Malikanch the eftate being afi- 
{werable. 


‘The Malikaneh being calculated upon 
Govern- 


Pe ar meee acne maa aaa eae emeenaraeeeaannaneammemnnn nna 
* Markets, 


( 


the Zemindars diftreTed by neceffary 


1 


fuits, the Malikaneh or One-tenth vary- 
ing with the jroduce, after deduéing 
expences, bod which, are ample fub- 


jects of difpute and difitculty of proof, 


The Dewanny Adawlut is at prefert 
diflinct from the Nezamut, becaufe the 
find adminiftration of juftice would in- 
jure Government's Revenue, and fuch is 
the complication of the latter fyftem that 
a feparate conde 1s formed, and all the 
unceafing exertions of a feparate Board, 
with the vigilant Supcrintendance of the 
Honourable Governor Gencral in Coun- 
cil, are requifite to keep the machine in 
motion; fales of Zemindarries unlefs by 
permiffion from the Board, are prohubi- 
ted left farmers fhould be collufively de- 


| frauded of their Revenue by Zemindars 


alienating their property, thus the eftates 
are clogged and rendered of litle value 
by the difficulty of raifing money upon 
them; and thefe evils conftrained me 
feparately to addrefs the Board under 
date the gift of July, vide letter (C.) 


Native officers are forbid to have any 


concerna.in farms, from the opportunities 
afforded 
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= 


) 


Government's Jumma can never wary, 
aud in time ¢ither the Zemindar will pur- 
chafe the Moccurrery, or the Mocurre- 
rydar will purchafe the Malikaneh, 


The Revenue Adawlut will be ufelefs, 
one indifcriminate Court of Juftice will 
decide impartially every queftion by one 
rule of right without any nice diftin@ions 
of Revenue and private property, or 
complaints that the Juftice of Civil Courts 
is ruinous to the colledions: the Hon. 
Governor General in Council will be en- 
abled alfo to dire the Helm of Adminif- 
tration upperplexed by interior detail. 

Government inay fafely authorize Ze- 
mindars to difpofe of their efates; no 
lofs can accrue the eftate being anfwer- 
able for the inftallments; changes can 
only be beneficial, forthe ignorant, ¢xira- 
vagant or ind gent, will [cll to the able 
pradent or wealthy, who will improve the 
lands and add to the flock of labour. 


Mocurrery eftates will only render the 
Officers more truft-worthy, and as the 
country 
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afforded by farming to defraud Govern- 
Ment, and the neceffity of the times, will 
not admit of adequate allowances. 


Farmers to prevent embezzlements of 
Revenue make the inftallments of under 
renters heavy at the beginning of the year 
and are rigid in exaéling payment, as 
particularly explained in my letter under 
date the s2th July (D.) 


The farmer in under renting adds his 
expences, eflablifhment, probable loffes, 
if not immoderate gains, to Goveinment’s 
Revenue and forms hus fettlement thereby, 
and not upon the affets of the Pergunnah; 
where perfons refufe to accept his de- 
mands for a village,' he deputes a Seza- 
wul or overfeer with Hircurrahs, &c. to 
colle& his portion of the crop from every 
Ryot and {pares not even garden fruits. 


The number of Officers to watch the 
farmer and to keep the Pergunnah ac- 
counts are exceffive, thefe are however, 
ufelefs, for inftance, Canongoeshave fold 
Mortgaged and divided thei allowances, 
conféguently they are a burthen without 
fervice, as {tated in my letters under date 
the 21R of April (E.) Tho’ 


country becomes flourifhing, officesunder 
Government will be folicited more for the 
honor than the falary. 


Government, having the Idnd for fecu- 
rity, may allow equal inftallments, and thus 
enable the Proprietors to fell their grain, 
&c. advantageoufly. 


The Colle&or forms his fettlement by 
the preceeding one of the farmer, but up- 
on a Mocurrery fyftem may fubflraé& the 
Aumil’s expences, probable loffes, and 
eflrmated gains, I calculate that the Per- 
gunnah charges upon Revenne amount 
to about twenty-five per Cent. and how 
much eafier and fimpler is it to apportion 
each village with Revenue after a faving* 


of at leaft half the above charges? 


Upon a Mocurrery fy ftem the rente 
roll may be printed, thus each man knows 
the exact fum he has to pay, and no ad- 
ditional officers are required to keep 


thefe records. 


The 
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Though farming at firft view is fimple ; 
yet fubfeguent intricacies are innumera- 
ble, if the farmer dics or falls in arrear, 
&c. anew Aumil mult be appointed, and 
the former one’s accounts mult be taken; 
with every Aumil therefore the Colle€&or 
has to take the confufed Perzunnah ac- 
counts and to adjufl queftions of peculiar 
dificulty, for inftance, whether’ the en- 
gagements of the former Aumil are to be 
annulled? If anfwered inthe affirmative, 
the Novice Renter is to alter and infringe 
cyery agreement; if in the negative, the 
new Renter is liable to the frauds of for- 
mer fervants, forgery of leafes, &c. &c. 
&c. in either way Government ultumately 
fuffer. 


The farmers by overtaxing the moft va- 


luable Articles, Cotton, Sugar-Cane, 
Opium, &c. which pay 1p com fo much per 
Begah have leffened that cultivaticn, and 
the Ryots prefer planting rice which 
is deliverable in hind, for if the farmer 
demands more than his proportion, the 
Ryot refufes to cut it down and fleals 
enough at night for fubfilance, leaving 


the remainder to rot on the ground. 


if 


The Mocurrery fyftem may feem Wif- 
ficult, yet the minutic: are plain and ealy 
and no future trouble can occur, more 
particularly in large Zemindarries, the 
proprietor only having to allot the Grofs 
Jumma of Government upon his villages, 
fo that in Bengal the principal fource of 
Revenue (and where the large eftates pre- 
wail) a fettlement may at once be formed 
without any change or difficulty, the 
Crofs Kiflbundce of each Pergunnah will 
be monthly tranfinitted as at prefent, 
without the rent-roll fubdivifions which 
form the Colle@tor’s detail. 


The Mocurrerydars having {mall eftates 
the Ryots can readily remove from one 
to another, thus oppreffion will be pre- 
vented; morcover felf-intereft will pro- 
mote cmulative encouragement by lower- 
ing the high rates of the firfl produce; and 
this country may annually cxport an 
encrealing quantity of rich commodities 
to bring back fpecie of which it has been 
fo long drained. In Nurhut Samay. un- 
der a Sezawul in one year, I have in- 

creafed 
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If an enemy invades the country, far- 
mers uniformly with-hold their Revenue, 
which creates manifold inconveniences, 
perhaps too, fome will clandeftinely afi 
the enemy, as for inftance, they joined the 
Company's Arms and caufed our eafy ac- 
quifition of our prefeat territory, having 
nothing to lofe the farmer mult often be 
induced at the trepidations of a critical 
balance to rebel, firft, with a view to em- 
bezzlement under the exifting Covern- 
ment, and fecondly, of exalting himfelf 


with the fuccelsful revolutionilts. 


Lafily, The farming fyftem occafions 
future inconveniences, anarchy and defo- 
Jation of millions of native fulbjc&ts and 
precarioufnels of poffeffion to our Govern- 


ment. 


creafed Sugar-Cane from one hundred 
toone thoufand Begahs, and in Kooferah 
from ten to two hundred, circumftances 
whith being hable to the remark of felf 
praife, I fhould have omitted, were they 
not fo forcibly convincing. 


The Land-holders will fear for thete 
cftates, affift with loans and cordially 
cooperate toexpel the enemy ; felf inter- 
eft is the vital principle gf all well regu- 
lated ftates, and thofe fubje&s are moft 
folicitous for its prefervation, who have 
molt to lofe. 


The Mocurrery fyftem founds on a per- 
manent bafis the future fecurity, profperi- 
ty, and happinefs of tht Natives and en- 
fures ftability. 


Fearful of prolixity, I have omitted minuter differences, if not’weighty confidera- 


tions; for amongft fo many objefs which crowd upon the vicw, the judgement 


is embarraff-d to felef the effential. 


The fame caufe has deterred me from 


quetations 
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qn-tat'ons from the ableft authors to corroborate my fentiments. Turkey is a 
flock ng example of the farming fj ftem, and Great Britain a happy contra diftin&tion; 
Scotland which has flourifhed fince the union by annjhilaflon of the feudal tenures 
va%.l xc, &c. has improved rapidly, and that country haselately afforded a 
flriking proof of the oppofite effets of the two plans; the hereditary eflates were 
flourifhing, whilft as Mr. Dundas obferved, the Crown forfeitures under Fa€tors 
wercevery where difinguifhable by their defulauon and fterlity, and this argument 


cauled their reltoration to their ancient holders. 


Should my fuperiors approve of my fettlement of thefe Pergunnahs, with a view 
to diffeminate qpnfidence and expedite fimilar ones univerfally, correQed Pottahs 
might be cm ie Calcutta, the vacancies for names and fums filled up from the 
ColleAlor’s rent-roll, and the deed figned and fealed by the Honourable Governor 
General in Counci!, fuch a form would prevent forgeries, and give a value ‘to 
the tenure; for this purpofe I have the honor to enclufe acopy of the Perfian 


Pottahs granted by me this year, with a tranflate annexed*. 


A few fubfidiary rules will be requifite to perfe&t the fyflem, but I forbear to 
obtrude them ull the truth or fallacy of its principle be afcertaincd, indeed I feel 
it more incumbent on me to vindicate my prcfent prefumption, than further to 


abufe your patience. 


A long and painful obfervation of the evils of the farming fyftem which have 
gradually dwindled great Families into the Commonality ; dimimfhed rich cultivation 
and exhaufled the country; and a fubfequent war, @vbich has not only drained the 
refources of public credit, but the hoards of individuals, induced me to refle& 
upon the fabje&. 
Cn aan eee amma eeneeneenmeenneh mena 


is ac Within 
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Within thefe five years of peace and c@conomy the burthens of Government 
are but htile alleviated, and the country fcarce perceptibly improved, from whence 
ace future armaments to be fupplicd unlefs by the riches of natave fubye€ts ? Should, 
a drouvht happen where are the ftores of grain for their fubliltance? Neither 


will theds be rufed to fhelter cattle, or barns built to preferve corn whilft poffel- 


fion is precarious. 


May the calamities of war and famine be long averted! but as they muff occur 
in the courfe of events, fome melioratcd fyftem is neceffary to provide againlt 


them. 


Encouraged by the energy of the prefent adminiftration, and impreffed with a 
full conviction of the Briufh Intere'ts depending upon the adoption of beff mea. 


fures, 1t were culpable to have fuppreffed my fentments at this erifis, 


Iam, SIR, 
Your moft obedient hun ble fervant, 


THOMAS LAW, Collefor. 
Gra, Ofober 4, 1788. 
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Village. Proprietor Security | Meafurement Rent of 1196. Remarks. 
1 Begahs Co DIR A P 
1 | Bukrampore, Jumalally Khan, | Jemindar 259 1 44h Former Mocurrery. 
2 | Margaon, Ditto Do 1,006 7 925 Do. 
3 | Mohuddepoor, Noamoolah, } D> vo 45 Do. 
4 | Gouzy, Mojeboolah, | Do. 100 332 «6 Do. 
r’ Muadeuek bears Heukurnpoory, Do. 670 1490 201 9 | Do. 


Form or Rent-Rotu, 


Cc NURHU? 
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NURHUT SAMOY. 


Sarena aun iebentcanehnnmeses saneaneneit aembaeatmmeneinens ites nsteneaetenimen noe aa caneatrearacateeemoamemn eet 
Settlement. { Charges Colleflions. 


| 











! 2 4 4 
Lut GungeDuties.| Total Revenue. | Eftablith- [Ca:av, Canon-[Total Charges.|Net Revenue. Settlement lnen 
Revinn- ment. = fy ory, Pension @ of Figg. 

Ars. * 


. 
1,465,085 Go} 9,819 23 of t174,902 3:0 «1 6,000 0 of «6,927 06 | 12,927 © 6f1,615974 2 hae 3 Aare 1g 4 


1, The late murrain in the cattle and failure of rain would have caufed a lofs 
this year to the Farmer and obliged Jum to injure the country, and the natives were 
uiduced only to engage in the hopes of future bencfit, fhould the Mocutrerys be 
granted by the Honorable Governor General in Council, each village being anfwer- 
able there never can be the leaft balance. In 1194 when this Pergunnah was un- 
derarenter it fell in arrears 32,967 12 3 rupces, this year not only the above 
Revenue will be realized, but alfo the Tucavy (advances) and Gilendazy (expen- 
diture on water courfes) will be recovered. If any village is omitted, it will be fub- 
fequently added to this Revenusc. ‘There are morcovcr 362 defolate villages, or 
154,33 Biggahs, not reuted, which Coverament may fub{equently befow at a quit 
rent. 


oJ, The Gunge duties to be fubfequently explained, formerly being rented with 
the Revenue the farmers looking only to the extent of their leafe, made undue 
exafions and injured the markets, thefe may now be modilicd and encouragement 


to merchants will increafe thefe duties and facilitate interior commerce. 


gd. The cftablifhment could not be lefs this year; becaufe the Mocurrerys wait 
confirmation, and ull then the renters are perfonally refponfible only, ftill however 
it is 200 per Cent. lefs then the fired portion of One-fixth of the Revenue. 


gt). This expence will annually dimisifh as the penfioners die off, and when 


the 
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the Mocurrerys fhall be confirmed the Canongoe Office becomes ufelefs, the Old 
Officers may receive their falaries for life and no fucceffors be appointed, for as 


the rent of each village with its meafurement are herein particularized the old res 
cords are not necgflary. 


5ib. There is an increafe, notwithftanding 1 have fufpended exa&tions of farmers 
under the long prohibited head of Chowdrauny, Mucuddimy and Chittiawun. 





To JOHN SHORE, Ey. 
PrRestiDENT and Memacrs of the Boarp of REVENUE, 
Fort WILLIAM. 


GENTLEMEN, 


THE fubjoined Pctition from feveral Bankers compels me to break the filence I 


had impofed upon myfelf, refpeQung the Mocurery plan, for without your inftru€tions 
I cannot afford them ihe confidence requefted. 


The advantages of bankers at the capital of each Pergunnah are obvious, and the 
native Colleétors, relying upon continuance during good behaviour, propofe building 


in centrical {pots and modifying Gunge duties to encourage merchants. 


Thefe q tick unfoldings argue more forcibly than words, but I cannot refrain from 
communicating the pathetic expreffions of the defcendant of a great family. 


“ Our Fathers, faid he, for adhering to the Company's Arms, obtained Pen- 
“ fioas and Jaghiers; and they fondly imagined that they had benefited their 


“ pofterity 
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“ pofterity by introducing a mild adminiftration in lieu of feudal anarchy, they 


a 


~ 
« 


2 


fore-faw not, that offices of flate and command of troops would naturally be 
excluded from us by conqnerors, and that as themfelves died, the Penfions 
and Jughires would be ftri€tly ferutimzed and fequeflered.* Under adventur- 
ing Farmers we could not fubmit to extortion and infult, or expofe ourfelves to 
caprice for temporary tenures. Look, Sir, into our houfes; our widowed mo- 
thers reduced to penury, in vain call upon us who have mortgaged almoft every 
valuable in their tupport, our filters pine in celibacy for want of portions and 
men of property cqual to their rank, when we look forward, future mifery adds 
poignancy to prefent want, and the retrofpeét of paft {plendor aggravates all; but 
we have now a hope upon the Mocurrery plan, that fome may be favored with grants, 
and thofe who have jewells or plate remaining from the wrecks of their family may 
purchafe villages and at length fettle, by degrees to become affluent; our gra- 
titude daily encreafing to the Britifh Government who at once grant us places of 
tranquillity and fecure us from imafion, thuy making the fuperior policy and 


difcipline which fubdued us, the fources of our happinels.” 


The look, the manner of the fpeaker cannot be conveyed, much therefore is loft; 


yet I truft even this faint participation will be grateful to fenfibility and reafon. 


If my Mocurrery fettlement of the Pergunnahs Nurhut-Samoy, Pelich, Behar, 


Maldah, and Coofra, fhould be honored with my fuperior’s approval though with 


the referve of wanted confirmation from England, yct permiffion to publifh even 


that encouragement would operate to promote improvement and embolden purchafers 


of the villages where imprudence or failure may caufe a fale. Already has confidence 


in the fyftem and in the juftice of adminiftration, doubled in fome places, I am ~ 


informed, the produte of Sugar-cane and Cotton; thus Government will not only 


enfure their current revenue but enrich the country by returns for exports. 


By 
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By having creditable Tefheldars or native Colleftors in each Pergunnah inftead 
of interefted Farmers, an effential benefit will accrue to the police, for being public 
fworn fervants, they will not fail to apprehend defaulters whom the farmers have but 
too often [creened’; they will alfo facilitate judicial invefigations, as trivial difputes 
may be referred to their arbitration in preference to dragging a witnefs at inconvenient 
feafons from the Petgunnahs, or deputing Aumeens at a heavy exrence, which 
under Farmers from being parties, was au unavoidable dilemma. 


But let me forbear to cnumcrate collateral advantages which are of little mos: 
ment, if the Mocurrery Plan does not incontrovertibly evince the fecurity of Go« 
vernment's prefent Revenue and promote its future profperity blended with that of its 
fubjo&s. 


Permit me to requeft that this Letter may be forwarded as a Supplement to thofe 


fubmitted to the Honorable Governor General in Council, 
Ireman, GENTLEMEN, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 


THOMAS LAW, Colledor. . 
Gya, November 26, 1788. 


ELITE TIA SS 


ARZEE of Jocerajr, MUNONLOLL, SunGuUM Lott, AMEs- 
LY SHUNKER LoL, and SeELA GOsSAYN SHAMLOLL. 


FORMERLY the perfons who entered into engagements for renting the Per- 
gunnahs, applied to us who are bankers, for advances of mofiey to promote the 
currency of bufinefs, and not only borrowed fums of us themfelves, but alfo caufed 
us to lend money tothe under-renters and Ryots to benefit them and encreafe the 

cultivation. 
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eultivation. When the Purgunnahs began to flourifh, others made propofals for an 
encreafe of Revenue in hopes of gaining a profit, and before the debts due to the 
bankers were completely difcharged the farms were put into the hands of other 
renters, the under renters were removed, and the leafes of the inferigr Royts were an- 
pulled on the pretext that they were granted by the under-renters &t the period of their 
difmiffion, thus by the want of permanency under the Farming fyftem, our debts became 
irrecoverable from them, and the bufincfs of bankers daily went to ruin, from want 
of confidence the Farmers and Ryots were prejudiced, and no ong attended tothe cul- 


tivation. 


At this time when by your juflice the Jeafes of the renters and Ryots cannot be 
infringed befure the time 1s expired, and that the Plan of a Mocurrery fettlement 
has been made, to prepetuate the farms to the heirs of the renters, we have been 
greatly encouraged, and can confidently advance loans of money to the Malguzars * 
and Ryots, and by this means two advantages are apparent, firlt the Ryots will daily 
exert theinfelves in improving the cultivation and yi! bewome more capable and ref- 
poniible, while the bankers will have an eye to the produce; and fecondly, if any Mo- 
currerydar fhou'd happen to die, the accounts may be kept open with his fucceffor, 
and th: debts will be recovered without any mfk whatever, we therefore hope to 
obtain permiffion to eftablifh banking-houfes in every Pergunnah, requefting at the 
fame time, that if the Mocurrery Plan fhould not be permanent, orders may be 
iffued to the colleétors of the rents for repayment of the fums we advance from the 
future as Tucavy t, otherwife if the leafes continue for one year only, and hereaf- 
ter the Pergunnahs are given in farm to other renters, our advances of money 
which have been expended in improving the cultivation, will be a clear profit to 
them without giving an equivalent, and the under-renters who will be worth noe 
thing when they are difmiffed, will be anfwerable for the fums advanced, without 
any profpedt of re-imburfement whatever being male to the bunkers, 





*® Under Renders, + Advance, 
PUBLIC 


PUBLIC CORRESPONDENGE, 


ELUCIDATING 


T H E PL A N 


ANSWER tro QUESTIONS 


THEREON. 


: 


PuBLic CORRESPONDENCE, elucidating the PLAN 
in ANSWER to QUESTIONS thereon. 





To Mr. THOMAS LAW, 


CoLLecTor of BaHAR.. 
S I R, 

O* a more minute infpeGtion of the detailed conditional moccurrery Settlement 

formed by you of Pergunnah Nirhooe Samoy, Pelitcly Malda, Zillah Ryotty,. 
Malda, and Cgofrah obferving the affefiments fettled. with the Teckadars and 
Ryotts, when compared with the quantity of Land held by them refpeftively, 
to be veny unequal, and apparently difproportionate to what might be fuppofed to 
be the value of their produce, we defire you will explain to-us the caufes of thofe 
apparent. difproportions in the affeflment. . 

We are, SIR, 
Your moft obedient Servants, 


THOMAS GRAHAMS, 
Reveaue Board, Calcutta, Dec. 16,.1788. _JOHN MACKENZIE... 





Jo JOHN SHORE, Ef. 
Presipent and Mempers of the Boarp of REVENUE,. 
Fort WI.u1AM. 
GENFLEMEN, 
I'AM honored wich your letter of the 16th Inftant, and have to ‘exprefa may. 


grateful acknowledgements for your obfervationa upon the apparent’ " dilpropor- 
D tine. 
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To the Queftions propofed and remarks ftated I requeft you will furnith me with’ 
replies in point, without reverting to the comparative advantages of the Plan over 
any other fyftem, as I fee no reafon to doubt them. 


You will without ceremony freely obferve upon the remarks which I have made, 


and I fhall be happy to find every obje€tion which 1 have fuggefted amply difcuffed 
and refuted. 


If any further remarks fhould hereafter occur I will communicate them. 


Iam, SIR, 
Your obedient fervant, 


JOHN SHORE, P.R. B. 
January 23, 1789. 


Ear — 
To JOHN SHORE, &. 
PresipENtT of the Boarp of REVENUE. 


SIR, 


1 AM honored with your letter of the 23d Inftant and fhall immediately attempt 
fatisfaftory explanations upon the points fo minutely difcerned and fo candidly 
Rated. 


From a knowledge that every propofion from every quarter for the public be- 


nefit will always obtain a full and liberal difcuffion; I am precluded all felf affump- 
tien by the attention to the Mocurrery plan. 


I feel 
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I feel however a fuperior fatisfaftion in meeting your fentiments for eRablithing a 
permanency of landed property, which will enfure bleffings to the Natives as Jong as 


the Britith intereft continues in India. 


‘Till Government afcertain the number of Villages, they continue in ignorance; 
till they limit demand, property is nominal: till they arrange Gunge duties, commerce 


is infecure: till they annul the extortion of mul&s by proprietors, every fubje@ is 


unproteéted. 


ae ESERIES 


Queftions by Mr. Shore. 


THE plan of fettlement propofed by 
the Colle&or of Bahar, is founded upon 


the following principles. 


iff. That each Village be diftindly af- 
feffed, (increafing and deciecafing ity pre- 
fent Jumma in proportion to its ability) at 
a fixed fum, fubjeEt only to a proportion 
of a general addition, when required by 
the exigencies of Government. 


edly. That inlarge Zemindarries the Ze- 
mindars apportion the Jumma upon their 
feveral Villages, and in cafe of arrears, the 
Villages be difpofed of either privately by 
the Zemindars, or publickly by the autho- 
rity of Government fubje& to the fpecified 


tax. 
gdiy. That 


Anfwer. 


This detail correfponds with my plan. 


The Colleftors are ‘to revife thefe 
Rent-Rolls and to rectify any grand 


errors in inequality of affeffment. 


By 
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gdly. That where there are Proprietors 
of Villages they be confirmed in the 
poffeflion of them, on condition of paying 
the fixed tax; but if they refufe acceding 
to the terms propofed; that they be ex- 
cluded from all management or night of 
property in future, receiving a fixed allow. 
ance of to per Cent. on the Jumma pay- 
able to Government, and that their Landa 
be conferred on creditable men, {ubjeét to 
this allowance in addition to the fixed tax. 

4thly, That where there is no gencral pro- 
prictor the Villages be conftitutcd private 
property and conferred in ke manner on 
men of refponfibility, lable, under all cir- 
cumfances, to the payment of the fixed- 


tax. 


pthly. That the wafte Lands remain as 
Crown Lands for future allotment, as pro- 
pofals for them may be tendered. 


6tbly, That the market and Gunge duties, 
be not confolidated with the Land Tax,, 
but colleGed feparately by the Officers of 
Government. 


gthly. That 


) 


By wafte lands are meant traéts of 
Country unannexed to any Villages, now 
in exiftence. Liable to the Zemindar’s 
preference of Mocurrery or to the one. 


teath upon his refufal. 
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7thly, That uninheritable property and 
Efcheats be accounted for by the Village 
holders, independently of their fixed tax, 


The advantages of the plan are in fub- 
ftance flated to be the fecurity of property, 
the creation of confidence, and the certain« 


ty of Government receiving its revenues. 


It is obferved that the Land Tax of each 
Village may be publifhed, and being thus 
afcertained the value of the property will 
be more determinate, and the property of 


courfe eafily become transferable 


Toa Plan founded upon thefe principles 
few obic@ions can be made, fuch as have 
oecurred to me I fhall now ftate, rather to 
affift in the perfeGion of the Plan, by an- 
ticipating and providing for the inconve- 
miences to which it is fubjeQ, as far as 
they occur to me, than with a view to fu- 
percede it. The comparative advantages 
of it, over the farming fyftem have been 
ably and juftly detailed by the Collcétor 
Mr. Law, the queftions now flated to him 
are meant to bring forward the Plan into 


£ail elucidation and dif{cuffion. 
aft. The 
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if. The minutenefs of the detail, and 
the inconvenience arifing therefrom at 
prefent the number of villages in the four 


Pergunnahs are as follows, 


1 Havily Behar, - e 226 
e Coofrah, - = 3; 
3 Pelitch, - - 129 


4 Nurhat Samoy viz. 


Nurhut, - - = 245 
Samoy, - - 121 
Mahere, - - 280 , 
Row, - - - 71 >10 
lldrda - - - 66 ae 
utehrooky, - -~ 68 
Shekopoor, - - 28 





Tora, 1,507 





In the courfe of time it is probable, that 
the number of Proprictors will be increaf- 
ed the villages defcending to the heirs of 
the prefent holders, there may be two, 
or three, or more, where there is at pre- 
fent one, the fame effe€t may follow from 
tranafer by fale or otherwife, it is however 
pofible that many of the prefent villages 
will become the property of the fame 
man, which will facilitate the colle@ions; 


but I hold the reverfe more probable. 


Affuming the fuppofition here fated, 
which 
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which mut either be admitted, or prov- 
ed erroneots, thé queftions arifing upon it 
are thefe. 


if. To whom are the rents of the vil- 
lages now paid, to an officer appointed by 
the Co!leftor or immediately at the Col- 
le&tor’s Cutcherry ? 


ed. When a village becomes the joint 
property of two, three or more individu- 
als, from whom are the rents to be collec- 
ted, from each Proprietor according to his 
welpeRive fare in it, or from whom ? 


gd. Will 
E 


To a native Officer called Tehfildar. 


The diminution of large eftates has 
been acknowledged by ableft writers to 
be of advantage, the Courts of Adaulut 
therefore fhould be authorifed to ac- 
quiclce in fuch divifions and the propor- 
tion of Government's quit-rent fhould 
be equitably allotted on each and after 
regiftering the fame, the T'ehfehdar or 
native collector fhould reccive from the 
diftin& fhares ; Covernment looks only 
to the recorded divifions of Jand and is 
indifferent to- change of Proprietors. 
Private divifions therefore are of no 
validity, Government's quit rent being 
upon the whole village; if the jeveral 
joint Proprietors fail to liquidate the 
inftalments, procefs to diftrain will if- 
fue indifcriminately ‘upon any proper- 
ty. The lofs by want of precautions 
mutt be adjufled among themfelves. 

In 
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‘gd. Will not this fubdivifion of proper- 
ty create the neceffity of appointing a Col- 
leftor for each Pergunnah, 1f fo, will not 
not the expence of lis Eftablifhment fall 


upon the Government? 


4th. Suppofing the laft queftion to be 
anfwered in the affirmative. What will be 
the expence of an Officer appointed to 
make the colle€tions of a Pei:gunnah of 


one Lack of Rupees annual rent ? 


The 


In each Pergunnah there muft be a 
native Officer or Tchfildar to collefta 


quit rent of two or three Lacks. 


To deter from dilatorinefs of pay- 
ment and to prevent the trouble and 
eapence Of pcons, the Mocurrerydar 
mult pay his fixed inftalment at the 
appointed Treafury or procefs to dif- 


train will iffue at his coft and damage. 


An Allowance of two per Cent. will 
be fuficient for the Tehfildar and his 
Eftablifiment ; but hereafter a Mocurre- 
reydar may be obliged to take the Tax- 
gathercr’s duty at a lefs Allowance as at 
home. To pay for ths two per Cent. 
there will of courfe, be an inereafe on 
the prefent net Jumma. The Farmer 
had an Eftablifhment of at leat twenty 
per Cent. he therefore being excluded, 
the diminution of eighteen 1s a clear 
rehef to the country. 


In large Zemindarries fuch as Bur- 
dwan there muft be native agents in 
the numerous divifions on the part of 


the 
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the Rajah, and thefe may be nomina- 
ted Tehfeeldars with the aforefaid per 
Centage and they may ftill perform the 
the Rayah’s bufinefs, all their duty to 
Government will be to tranfmit a 
monthly Statement and the Rajah will 
pay in the amount quit-rent to the Col- 
leGtor. 


The bufinefs of receiving the quit- 
rent docs not requue abilities, the Pro- 
praetor has all the internal manage- 
ment and tuo autereft will make him 


punlual. 


The poffibility of a decreafe on the pub- 
lic rent. 


This is founded upon the Premifes ftat- 
ed, that the rents of the villages are to be 
fixed or Mokurrery and connefted with a 
fuppofition that a village may be fo impo- 
verifhed from il] management, that a pur- 
chafer may not be found to take it at the 
rated affefiment. 


Is this cafe ever likely to happen, and A Purchafer's refufal of the quit- 
if fo, by what means is the decreafe of rent cannot be admitted, elfe the appli- 
rent to be prevented. ? cations for dedu@ions on various pleas, 


would 
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I underftand the rents to be levied on the 
cultivated lands of the villages only, each 
village may be fuppofed to contain wafte 
land, which it is the Proprietor’s intereft to 
improve, the queftions arifing from this 
fuppofition, are are of a different nature. 


The Proprietor difpofes of the unculti- 
vated lands to another perfon in perpe- 
tuity 


would be endlefs; fhould an earthquake 
happen, over flowing rivers depofit fand 
or miftaken affeffment render the vil- 
lage inadequaft to bear the land Tax, 
the Proprietor fhould be at liberty to 
refignr the cftate (the quit-rent being 
the condition of his tenure) and the 
Board of Revenue may afterwards 
grant it to another; with the generat 
profperity the value of land will rife by 
the influx of fpecie to purchafe; the 
circuinftance therefore, of a village be- 
ing too reduced by mifinanagement, 
The Audawluts 
will prevent oppreffion and as rack- 


can {carcely happen. 


renting can only drive the Ryotts to a 
neighbouring Moccerry, they will return 
immediately upon a change of Propri- 
etor, numerous rich men will take vil- 
lages with even a temporary lofs, upon 
the profpeét of recovery by improve- 
ment, and this is the great benefit to 
Government of a fixed quit rent, fearce 
an inftance will ever occur of a vil- 
lage being refigned from incapacity to 
bear the quit-rent. 


The mocurrery grant is for the whole 
village and the quit-rent unalienable 


upon 
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tuity for a valuable confideration, referving 
to himfelf the cultivated lands only, in the 
procefs of time from il] management or 
other caufes, the sents of the Proprietor’s 
fhare decline, arrears take place, from 
whom are they to be made’ good ? 

If from the village generally, is not the 
new purchafer’s tenure affeéted by a want 


of due difcrimination ? 


If fo, by what means is he to obtain 
redrefs from the lofs, fuffered by him for 
the deficiency of another? 


The other queftion though founded up- 
on the preliminary ftatement refers to 
another confidcration—Where the walte 
lands of a village bear a greatproportion to 
thofe in cultivation, where they are capa- 
ble of improvement, and the means of ef- 
feGting this eafy and pra€ticable, under 
thefe circumftances, confidering the advan- 
tages which the plan confers upon the Pro- 
prietors of villages, may not the Govern- 
ment reafonably expect fome part of the 
produce arifing from future improvement? 


The obye& of this queftion is noc to 1m- 


pofe 


) 


upon all the land, and the Proprietor 
therefore cannot legally give exemption 
of any part by any conveyance. 

The purchafer of an authorized tenure 
muft abide by the confequences, and 
obtain his redrefs from the fraudalent 


difpofer by judicial procefs, 


Was this queftion anfwered in the 
affirmative, the whole fyftem would be 
fubverted by expofure to future claims; 
as all improvement depends upon po- 
pulation &c. it\were impoffible now to 
fix any rates of encreafe upon defolate 
land, moreover, fhould this principle be 
reverfed by granting deduQions where 
prefent cultivation failed, the Revenue 
would be uncertain. Government may 
always obtain a portion of every improv- 
er’s profit, by duties on articles of mae 
nufadture which he will expend. 


The 
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pofe a progreffive tax, it may be better 
underftood by the following terms. 


A village has 1000 Begahs of cultivated 
land on which the afleffment is made, it 
has 500 of waftc land not affeffed, of the 
Jaft number 250 may be foon brought into 
cultivation and more im time, is it unfair 
or unjult to require on the outfet amodcrate 
addition to the quit rent of the village, now 
affefled upon the culuvated lands, for this 


confideration. 


4th. The Security of the Ryct's 
general principle it may be prefumed that 
the felf intereft of the land holder will be 


the beft Security of the Ryotts, that as his 


Vpan 1 


efate is fubjeG@ to forfeiture for arrears, 
it will of courfe, be his ummeduate intereft, 
to guard againft this by good treatment to 
thole from whofe labours, the valuc of the 
eftate mult be determined: the plan propofes 
nothing fpecific for the fecurity of the 
Ryots ; but confidering the impofitions to 
which they have been fubje&, will not fome 
be neceflary inthe commencement, the opes 
ration of the principle in time, will I doubt 
not, be a fuficient fecurity, and perhaps the 

Plan 


The Proprietors will alleviate the pre- 
fent heavy affeffment upon cultivation 
and compenfate themfelves by encreafed 
produce from land now defolate, it is 
Government's intereft therefore, to en- 
fure to induftry the benefit of exten- 
ded ullage, befides it were a fallacy in 
term, to call a man Proprictor of the 
foil, if Government's claim thereon is 


qualified and indefinite. 


Pyciy Begah of Land cannot be held 


by the Ry otts at one medium ftandard— 
In fone extenfive fterile fpots, land is 
of little worth, and in rich parts almoft 
invaluable—the Mccurrery Villagetheres 
fore may be deemed an average affeffment 
of an extent of foil which the Proprietor 
muft allot in the beft mode for himfelf. 

In large Zemindaries there exift cer- 
tain tenures for parcels of ground which 
by prefcriptive title have invariably paid 
the fame rent. Government fhould 
confirm thefe Tenures by a diftin@® 
tale as copy holds in England. The 
Courts by a limitation to ten or more 


years 
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Plan relies upon this. 


But the Queflion is in gnother fenfe ma- 
terial, are the Rents of the Ryotts fo deter- 
minate and known, as to enable the Offi- 
cers of Government to decide upon/|their 
complaints cafily and expeditioully. 


By what fpecific Rules 1s this certainly 


afcertained ? 
Are any additional Rules neceffary to 


fix it? 


The 


years will gradually decide ‘all inferior 
rights and thefe decrees ultimately fix 


every tcnure. 


To fhew the fimilitude of the Native 
pottahs I hope to be excufed quoting 
from Blachfone “ Good nature of ma- 
* ny Lords of manors, having time 
out offmnd, permitted their Villains 
* and Children to enjoy poffeffion withe , 
“ out intcrruption, the common Law of 
* which cuflcm 1s the Life, now gave 
* them Title to prefiribe againft their 
“ Lords, as fuch tenants had nothing 
“ to fhew for their eftates, but thefe 
“ cuftoms and admiffions, in purfuance 
“ofthem entered on rolls, they now 
* borin to be called Tenants by copy 


** of Court Roll or copy hold.” 


I underftand that originally in Ben- 
gal there was fome fixed affeffment on 
certain Begahs or an attempt atan aver- 
age rate on all cultivation. The Ze- 
mindars have exceeded that by various 
Ceffes whilft onthe other hand the Ten- 
ant has encroached in Jimit, thus addi- 
tional ground compenfates for over af- 
feffment viz. the Ryott by a€tual poffef- 

fion 
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fion of five Begahs is‘able to pay the 
heavy Rent on three computed Begahs, 
fortunately all attempts to obtain an ¢x- 
aft meafurement hive been defeated, 
for unlefs the prefent pottahs were low- 
ered in proportion to the refumption of 
ground, the Ryotts muft have funk and 
all fuffered with them. Thefe tenures 
are virtual Copy-holds and as the vari- 
ousfines, profits, fervices, &c.in England 
were commuted and comprifed in a fpe- 
cific fum, fo this Affil Jumma or origi-~ 
mal rate and fubfequent Ceffes may be 
united and form one rent upon the 
quantity of land invariably held by the 
Ryo. 


Where no engagements previoufly ex- 
ifted or have been entered into, the Ryot 
is entitled in Bahar to one half of the 
produce forthe expence of feed, &c. The 
Charges of appraifing the Crop are efti- 
mated and fixed at one eighth, five in 
forty, jointly to be born by the proprie- 
tor and Ryot, the next divifion is feven- 
teen and halfto each, where the proprie- 
tor bears the Coft of appraifors, &c. the 
Ryot receives the above divifion and 
gives twenty-two and half to the pro- 

The prictor 
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The 


) 


prietor, orin fixteen Shares, takes feven 
and leaves nine (this is termed Bowelly 
and praQliced alfo in Burdwan and many 
parts of Bengal under other names and in 
othe: portions,) where therefore the Ry- 
otcannotbaig unhchas anafertained re- 
compence; exclufive of the Law, to pre- 
ferve Copy-hold Ryots, I would recom- 
mend a regulation exempting Ryots who 
lived upon particular fpots from any im- 
poGtuen of Tloufe or Garden-rent, 1f not 
before paid, and from all encreafe up- 
on the pittance which may have been 
taken heretofore. For obfervations ref 
peliing Rvots cugagements, vide my 
Leteer in Appendix (I ) 


It were an endlcfs and fuperfluous 
labor to attempt afcertaining the rights 
of every under Ryot in the numerous 
Pergunnahs and were after all liable to 
error; If any under Tenants hoid by 
preferiptive Tathe the feveral Courts 
mult fecure the:in thereim, if invadcd, 
the interclt however of Mocuirerydars 
will generally induce them tv conci- 
hate by donation ratherthan alienate by 
extortion, perhaps it were a proper Law 
to prohibit under Jeafes for lefs than 


five or feven or ten years. 


In 
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The preceeding remarks apply both to 
the principle and execution of the fettlement 
and its confequences, what follows, has 
more immediately a reference to its exe- 
cution. 

The fecond Article of the Plan, propofes 
that cach village be diftinAly affelled 
by increafing and decreafing its prefent 
Jumma in proportion to its ability. 

How has this ability been eftimatcd ? 
It appears from the Colleétor’s letter, that 
the Revenue has been allotted agreeable 
to former colleGtions from the various di- 
vifions, fo far it may be prefumed equal to 
the prefent produce. 

But on the other hand it is acknowledged 
that the recorded meafurement is very in- 
accarate. Each Pergunnah however up- 
on the whole pays an increafe. 

The Colle&or obferves, that as the Ca- 
nongoes meafurement cannot be relied 
upon, he has inferted in the Pottahs, and 
Cabooleat the term “ more or lefs.” In 
reverting to the Copies of thele inftruments, 
accompanying the Colleétor's letter of the 
24th of OGober, Ido not find the term; 
* more or lefs.” 

Irregularitics in the affeffment are ac- 
knowledged to be of lefs importance to the 


late, 


In my addrefs of the 24th Oftober 
1788 I have ftated how the head Ze- 
mindars in the capacity of Farmers or 
Aumils are obliged t. burthen all infe- 
rior Talookdars &c. (fuppofe 20,000 Rs. 
upon a moft moderate computation to 
realize 15,000) I had therefore only to 
diminifh upon the lughly cultivated 
and confequently heavily affeffed villa- 
ges and in Some inflances, to encreafe a 
ude the Jumma of afew villages with 
an extenlive Tra@ of Land, which paid 
almoft nothing, morcover the Mocur- 
rerydars being freed from the capri¢i- 
ous clanns of head Zemindars or far- 
mers who, to ths day, mul& as Lords 
paramount on Marriages &c, it were 
nearly impoffible to over affefs any vil- 
lages. In refpeé to boundaries ; confi- 
dering that the limits of fertile villages 
were well afcertained by previous de- 
cifions and/long poffeffion, I was con- 
vinced that their prefent abilities could 
not be diminifhed, and if difputes 
arofe about wafte land fubfi quently im- 
proved, whatever way they were decid- 
ed it could only alter the right of pro- 
fits, and not affedt the prefent produce 
upon which I formed my quit-rent ; up- 


OR: 
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ftate, than the variable unceitainty of its 
amount, is to the fubjcd, it 1s however a 
defireable obje@, in fixing the quit-rent 
in perpetuity to T@der it, in the firft in- 
Whether un- 
der all circumfances it would be advifeable 


ftance, as equal as poffible. 


to delay the Plan, witha view to this ob- 
je&t, is another and ferious confideration. 
On this point the following queries are pro- 
pofed to the Collector. 


Whether any mode can be adopted du- 
ring the prefent year, befides} a€tual mea- 
farement, for rendering the affeffment, up- 
on the villages more equal ? 


Whether the attempt after what has 
been done, would not create fufpicion in 
the Proprictors of the villages, regarding 
the ftability of the plan, and fhake their 
confidence in government ? 


If the two firft queftions fhould‘be an- 
Swered in the affirmative, is it poffible to 
obviate 


) 


on a reference to the Perfian grant the 
word * Tuckmenum is inferted, but by 
fome miftake the copier of the Englifh 
Pottah tranfmitted to the Board has 
omitted its tranflate “ Efimated more or 
lefs.” 


No one occurs; an aétual meafure- 
ment could only be formed from the 


‘prefent knowledge of boundaries and 


the attempt would immediately pro- 
mote endicfs difputes, every limit is fuf- 


ficiently known, as in eftates at home, 


but what alarm would be excited 
amongft land holders by an order to 
meafure ? 

Certainly ? 


I carmot devife any, or fee the ne- 
ceflity of any. 
Full 
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obviate the ill confequences fuggefted in the 
fecond, by any previous declaration of 
Government wih refpeét to their inten- 


tions? 


I do not fve the advantages of the term 
“ more or lefs” as however it may be pre- 
fumed that the renters may in moft cafes 
have more than the (pecific quantity of 
Begahs, they may confider this term, asa 
fecurity that they fhall not hereafter be 
called upon for the furplus, is this the cafe 


or not? 


I would with to know alfo if the boun- 
daries of the villages are fo determined as 
to preclude difputes between the different 
village holders, or in cafe of difputes, to 
enable the Court of Adaulut to decide 
them by a reference to the records with- 
out a refort to the lands, 

Is there any and what objeftions to the 

following 


Full axare of the confequences from 
litigated limits I inferted the claufe in 
the Pottah or tide deed for the reciprocal 
Securtty of Government and Land-bolder. 
The boundaries of ferule villages are 
well afcertained, but where Jungles 
have been hitherto penetrated only by 
Tygers, the difpute can only be deter- 
mined bya refort to the land ; on fome 
remote period when the happy effeds 
of permanency are accomplifhed by ine 
creafed culture; the Courts of Juftice 
will decide and in what manner is im» 
material to the Government, whofe 


quit-rent cannot be endangered, 


The village holders will fooner or 


later even mark their boundaries, 
which are now fufficiently afcertained, 
but they could not be relied upon for 
areport; firft from their relu@ance to 


incur trouble and cxpence.—-Secondly, 


.from!.fear of expofing themfelves to a 


higher rent, or from a wilh to obtain 


a lower, 
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following Propofitions. That the village alower; thirdly, from their liability to 
holders be required within a certain time err from ignorance and negle&.—No 
to give in an authentic record of the quan- exclude the revifion of 
tity of land in eattrof their villages refpec- 


tively, and an exa€t deKneation of their 


report can 
Adawluts when dilputes arife, and to 
aitempt defining every Innit would be 


boundaries ? tc excite a fpnit of difpute and en-« 


That an affiftant of 
time would this take up, and what would 
be the expence, and would the village 
holder contribute any part of it, from the 
confideration of the certainty which it 
gives to their poffeffian ? 

I fhall now advert to the conditionsin 
the pottah and Cabooleat, as numbered 
in the accompanying tranfcript of the 


Pottah. 


Articiz I, 
The Gunge duties are excluded. Thefe 
I believe are left undecided for future Re- 
gulation. 


the Colle&or 


be employed to fix the latter cafe; what 


croachment inflead of preventing it. 

The Collectors affiflant would be 
apt to miftake and his menturation 
could not be in juftice a bar to the 
Courts inveftigation upon an appeal, 
and therefore his trouble ab initio be 


nugatory. 
would coft? 


What time, what a fum it 
The Proprictors would 
not chearfully defray the expence of 
defining negle€ted limits from whence 
they fearce calculate a proht for years to 
come, befides, after a fhort period 
the affiftant Collcétor’s land mark may 
be difputed. Before a meafurement 
could be effeQted, the prefeni Govern~ . 
ment might be loft to India, and the 
fucceffors apt too frequently to think and 
aét differently, would at any rate doubt 
of, if not alter the prefent policy. 

I am preparing an account of Gunge 
duties, which will evince how Zemin- 
dars and Farmers have given partial 
pti- 


( 46 ) 


gulation. The fir Queftion that occurs 
is whether the amount of them is to be- 
come an addition to the prefent Jumma of 
the Villages. 

Under any fuppofition I am not aware 
of the propriety or neceflity of the exclufi- 
on. It isa fundamental law of Govern- 
ment that no duties fhall be colle€ted upon 
Goods paffing and repaffing. With refpe@ to 
tolls Jevied upon the purchafe and Sale of 
Goods in the Gunges, the amount may 
fafely perhaps be trufted to the proprietors 
of the villages. 
blifh Markets and Gungeés at Option, it 
will be the intereft of every Man to be 


By allowing all to efta- 


modcrate in the amount uf the Tolls cfta- 
blifhed by him, exa@ion will foon be fol- 
towed by lofs and the Evil corre itfelf. 


Aaticue IT. 


privileges to particular individuals, 
which are tantamount to monopolies ¢x- 
cluding the bulk of traders, how impoli- 
tic taxes have fuppreited Commerce, and 
in fhort will dfplay the dreadful impe- 
diments and vexations impolcd by tem- 
porary poffeffors who had no_ intereft 
jin the future general profperity. I pro- 
mife large profits to Government in 
every fenfe by a modification of the 
Gunges, which if left to individuals 
could never take place, for each would 
have feparate rates and moreover their 
caprices by varying thofe rates might 
alter the fixed marts of refort to the great 
prejudice of Beoparries and Merchants. 
Belides a Village being held by three 
or more heirs, it would be difficult to 
fhare the Gunges and cach would har- 
rafs by a diftin& Colle€&tor of duties 
as per my Letter under date 26th July 
No. 1. The Mocurrerydar fhould re« 
ceive his ground Rent, but not be per- 
mitted to create duties which have al- 
ways been deemed the peculiar previ- 
lege of Government. Exaétion ulti- 
mately injures the proprietor, but the 
Genera! Yofs to Merchants{by uncertain 
duties would affe&t thoufands. When the 

prefent 
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Articre If, 

In Rengal with refpe€t to Markets there 
is an eftablifhed ufage that no Market fhall 
be ere&ted in the Vicinity of another, or 

“be held on the fame day to its prejudice. 
Is this the ufage in Bahar or not? if it is, 
may not fome Rules refpefting this ufage 
be neceffary, to prevent future difputes ? 
Gunges, I believe, are not under fuch ftrict 
limitations in Bengal. The ufages refpe&- 
ing them the Colle&tor may explain and 
deterinine how far the preceding Queftion 


is applicable to them 


Inftead of fpecifying the whole quantity 
of Begahs in one, would it not be better to 
diftinguith) the quantity of each denomina- 
tion as cultivated or uncultivated and the 


aggregate of the two, could this be done ? 


Article III. 


prefent Zemindars or Farmers deprived 
of their power ta deprets by demands 
for contingent expences, there will be 
a fpirit of induftry, that my difpofition 
is {carce fanguine enough to conceive. 


The word “ vicinity” muft be con- 
ftrued by the Colle&tor and give rife to 
numberlefs difputes, The Revenue 
Board being freed from all correfpon- 
dence of * Farming,” will have leifure 
to determine the propriety of Markets 
in refpe& to locality and the quantum 
of duty on the Sales, and to my convic- 
tion from an infight into exiting evils 
the Regulation of Gunges is a moft ma- 
terial obje& for national concern. I truft 
the foregoing will fuffice, till the whole 
of this comprehenfive fubje€&t fhall be 
iNluftrated, 


Every Year, every Month, every 
Day alters the cultivation in each Vil- 
The 


idea of a General appreciation by this 


lage, in quality and quantity. 


means, incurred great expence, diffipated 
much ability and defeated a Mocurrery 
plan under Mr, Haftings’s adminiftration. 


How 
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Aaricre III, 

The flipulation implies that fome pro- 
prictors may have a right to a Village, 
who have not the poffeffion, and gives 
them Malikana, but denies poffeffion on 
proof of rigi t. 

This can only apply in two cafes, as far as I 
can fee, firft. To thofe who may have reful- 
ed the Terms propofed, which I do not 
think material, at.d feceondly, to abfentecs. 
—with refped to the latter, it amounts to 
a pofitive exclufion and fo far may be con- 
fidered asa violation of nzht and property, 
a compenfation is made, it is truc, but ad- 
mitting as I do the nghts of Zemindars to 
the property in the Soil I know not, that Go- 
vernment has a right to difpofe of their pro- 
perty in their eeu ae by diftraint 
for balances, It would be equally hard to 
deprive a Mokurrerydar after poffeffion of 
the produce of his labours aud induflry, and 
difficult perhaps to make an adjuflment be- 
tween him and the proprictor upon the lat- 
ters obtaining pofleffion,that fhould, as equity 
requiries, indemnify the prefent poffeffur 
for his expences. 

With a view tothe modification of the 
reftri@ion, is there any objeGion to the fol- 


lowing rules? 
That 


How lately the Zemindars were pub- 

lickly adjudged devoid of property in 
the Soil, and how precarious the one 
tenth before allowedtfis hitherto been 
I have fhewn; fr fecuring to Zemindar's 
an aie Ae tenth, I have, I truft, 
liberally confidered thar fituation and 
rendered even thofe eyetted better off 
than heretofore. In granting Mocuire- 
rics Government confer a novel poffefl- 
on and Juftice, humanity and policy re- 
quired a preference to the Zemindars. 
Scarce one can adtually be abfent, but 
ifthe Mocurreries were conditioned with 
the claim of abfentees, many Zemindars 
would purpofely fecrete themfelves ei- 
ther to lower the Quit Rent or wait till 
the improvements of another, rendered 
their eftates clizible. 

It were vain to ftay a general and 
mmutable good till every petty Zemin- 
dar's right was proved, for perpetually 
changing, the fyftem muft be deferred 
for ever. ‘Were a retrofpe& upon any 
plea admitted, or any fuch claufes an- 
nexed to the -grants, the Natives mif- 

trufttful from the many changes, would 
under-valuc if not reje& the Tenure ; 
and from an almoft imaginary apprehen- 

fion 
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That aterm be limited beyond which no 
proprietor of a Village fhould be allowed to 
aegain poffeffion, Yay the end of the prefent 

Fully year. 

That an advertifement be made cal- 
ding upon the Attornies, heirs or relations 
of Abfentees to deliver in their Claims with- 
in three Months, under a declaration that 
no claims to poffeffion in future will be re- 
‘ceived after the elapfe of the term prefcri- 
bed. 

I wou'd wifh however to know to what 
poffible cafes the slaule was meant to apply 
by the Colle €or. 


Articce IV. 

This claufe appears to me‘to militate 
with the fundamental principle of the plan, 
the acquiefcence of the Land-holders may, 
perhaps be deemed a fufficient reply. 


I do not, I confels, fee the poffibility of a 
iiterai adherence to the conditions in this 
claufe, 

G 


fion of prejudice to one or two it would 
be impolitic to depreciate grants by ex- 
pofure to fubfequent litigations or to 
defer eftablifhing a permanent fyftem 
which will form an epoch honorable to 
the Britifh Government and profperous 
to every defcription of Natives. 

The period of three Months or more 
fhould be limited for notice to every 
Zemindar, Agents, &c. previous to the 
allotment and thofe who did not attend 
fhould fuffer for their inadvertence, but 
if Government's humanity extends fur- 
ther, a portion of the Crown-lands 
might be allotted at a fmall quit Rentin 
licu of their Jofs. Any confideration 
beyond this which admitted a Title to 
the Mocurreries, would facrifice the bulk 
of the ; roprietors for a poflible inflance 
of an abfentee’s negleé. 


Temporary extraordinaries muft have 
temporary refources, and even the jand 
at home is liable to a general tay during 
War, 


The Villages have much wafte laid 
too few being in a complete flate of cul- 
tivation, 


7 
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claufe, except indeed, under a fuppofition 
that the real quantity of Jandin the Vil- 
Jages greatly exceeds the fpecification of 
it, when this is not the cafe, how can a man 
who lofes a third or even a fourth of his 
Village pay the Rent of the whole? The 
‘ remainder or a portion thereof mutt be 
be fold to make good the deficiency. [ 
with to have this point clearly explained 
and the objeftion anfwered. 


In the other conditions no obje@lions 
occur, may it not be neceffary to fix fome 
regulations refpeéting the cuftom in Ba- 
har of damming the rivers to preferve a 
refervoir of water. 


-] with alfo to receive information on the 
following point, 


The Zemindary of Sunnote Tukary, the 
property of Muterject Sing, comprebends 
many fubordinate Talookdars and Zemin- 
durs, Is it the dbjeG of the prefent plan 
what Government fhould fix their refpec- 
tive quitals of Rent, or leave the adjuft- 
tment with the Zemindar Meterje& Sing? 

le 


tivation, but as the quit Rent is deter-. 
mined by the prefent capability, ‘any 
miftaken limits (fer even the Adawhuts 
may be rifled by evidence) cannot af- 
fe& the Mocurrerydars any farther than 
by transfer of more or }efs profit from 
A. to B. nor can difputes arife about 
any material difference of land but in 
woody and long neglefted fpots, for the 
old refidents can in general define the 
extent of villages by marks, as by nul- 
lahs, hills, embankments &c. 


The right of damming rivers can on- 
ly be decided by eftablifhed cuftom, 
where new aquedu@ts and. mounds are 
to be made, the fupreme Board as Par- 
liaments at home, confulting the gene- 


ral utility will grant particular licences. 


The Zemindar will be appointed Teh- 
feeldar and the Mocurrery of fubordinate 
Talookdars, exclufive of his own villa- 
ges, mutt be fixed by Government; and 
this is the great obje& of the Plan, for 
at prefent, the head Zemindar in capa- 
city of renter always over ‘burthens the 

"inferior 
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Is there any objeftion to this interfer. 
ence on the part of Government? 

If there is, ought aot the head Zemindar 
when his own Rent is to be compel- 
led to fix that of the TalooRdars and Ze- 
mindars who have a property in the Soil 
within the limits of his Zemindary? 


In the cafe of arrears is it meant that 
the whole of the village fhould be difpofed 
of or only a portion thereof? 

In the latter cafe how is the refpeGtive 
Quotas of Rent between the proprietors 
and purchafer to be determined? 

Would this mode anfwer; fet the Land 
be Sold by Public Au@tion, and the rent 
of the portion Sold as well as the price 
thereof be deter.nined by the Sale, the 
original proprietor to be anfwerable for the 


remaining Quit-rent, be it what it may? 


Suggefttons. 


That no fales or tranfers be deemed 
valid, but fuch as are regiftered in the 
public Cutcherry. 


That the Regifter be kept in Englifh by 
the 


inferior Proprietors, to fpare himfelf 
and to make the Ryots thelter themiel- 
vesin his portion and witha view of 
purchafing the Talooks when ruin obli- 
ges to fale, hence I remarked the fey- 
tility of thele infulated {pats by inequa- 
lity of affeflment and wntél every one is 
protedied by preferibed quit-rent the courte 


ary cannot flowrif>, 


The property will be fir difrained 
and if inadequate to liquidate the ar- 
rears, the whole village will be fold if 
no regiftered divifions has previoufly 
taken place, for it would poftpone Go- 
vernment’s dues too long, to examine 
the villages and to determine the dif- 
puted affeffment of a portion of it for 
fale; but the Proprietors will never ex- 
pofe their eftates to public au&tion; it 

being their interetts to fell grivacely 


to avoid the expence and fhame. 


Effential to the Syftem. 


Ditto and in Perfian. 
malt 
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the affiftant, and a fee upon éach.to be ta- 
ken, the quantum of the Fee to be afcer- 
tained. 
That printed forms be eftabhfhed for Mott regfifite. 
all bills of fale, or deeds of transfer. 


Should the foregoing anfwers fail to afford full fatisfa@ian to every queftion, yet 
the defefts perhaps that remain not quite obviated may appeor of infufficient moment 
to fubvert the fyftem. Tt muft be confidered that fallibiity 1s annexed to human. 
nature and that no plan of magnitude can be deviled exempt from fome objeftion. 
Upon a fuppofition that the mocurrery plan is the mofl perfeét, I will proceed to 
fuggeft fome rules that arife unmediately from the fubjec. 


yi. Where Zemindars are women or minors, inftead of granting a feparate 
allowance in land or money and government undertaking the rifque and trouble 
of managing the remainder as a temporary faim, it would be proper for the Courts 
to-appoint the neareft or bef connedlion guardian, to give in annual accounts for 
the Judge's infpedion and future refponfibility, at prefent fervants embezzle the 


feparate allowance and the eftute is injurcd by-farmers aware of fhort continuance. 


ed. The refumed eftates fhould be added to the rent-roll of cach Pergunnab 
and not kept apart as at prefeat, for exciufive of the accumulation of accounts by 
fAparate touyees, &c. a hope is encouraged of future relinguifhment when the caufes 
of fequeftration may be obliterated and hence frequent Petitions for that purpofe. 
3d. Occupancy fhould be deemed a valid title till better is fhewn, and any 
difpoffeffion fhoula be fined and the difpoffeffed reftored merely upon right of occur 
pancy, without any neceffity to prove other title, elfe every claimant will be induced 
to redrefs himfelf and oblige the difpoffeffed to fuffer the rifque and onus probandi, 
which mutt fhake the foundation of all-property.. 
ah. 


€ ag. 7 
4th. The plaintiffs fhould be required to pay the Tullubanah or expence of 
Bailiffs; for at préfentcthe defendants are burthened and’ harrafled by it before 
decifion, which progiotes y¢xatious profecutions.. 


5#h. Hereditary flavery*is as fhocking to Humanity as contrary to policy by 
fuppreffing population—In an extenfivé country deprived, at many periods of water 
éonveyanct, partial dearths are with difficulty remeditd by fupplies from othér places, 
perhaps therefore in famines, charity cannot be folely relied upon, and it is re~ 
quiliée to permat mothers to part with thcir infants, but as their natural right ceafes 
upon the child's arriving at maturity, it were a beneficial law to render all free at 
that period—The intercfted man will thereby have received an adequate compen- 
fation by labor for his purchafe moncy and be induced to ingratiate the emancipated 
to continuance with him by mild treatment. 


But I am deviating into dilin@ fubjeds, (though connefted with the enlarged pow 
licy of Securing the rights of mankind, for the good Government) and forbear till the 
heteroseneous compound of Jord Paramount, Tax gatherer, Proprietor of the foil 
and head Farmer fhal] be analyfed. 


Under the peculiar difadvantages of drought and murrain I have reduced this 
fimphfication to praftice, and truft to be pardoned taking this opportunity of retur- 
ning acknowledgements to the Honourable Governor General in Council for the 


experimental permiffion allowed. 
Feb. 5 tb. THOMAS LAW, Cellefor. 


To 
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T THOMAS LAW, £&. 
Contrcror of BAHAR. 


STR, 


Mr. SH OR E having laid before the Board of Revenue copies of your letter and 
enclofure of the goth Ultimo, addreffed to him in anfwer to his queries on the plan 
of fettlement propofed by you, the Board have forwarded copies, with their abfer- 
vations thereon, to the Governor General in Council, at the fame time they defixe 
your seplies to the accompanying queftions on the fubje&. 

I am, STR, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 
J. H. HARINGTON, Sec. 
Revenue Board, Calcutta, Feb. 20, 1789. 


ea eR SIE I a RE PE EEA 


To J. HK HARINGTON, Ef. 
SECRETARY Zo the REVENUE BoarD. 


SIR, 
I AM favored with the queftions of the Board enclofed in your letter of the goth 
Inftant and have the honor to fubmit my anfwers to their perufal. 
I remain, S1R, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
THOMAS LAW, Collefor. 


Calcutta, Feb. a3, 1789. 
Puekions 
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Queftions from Mr. Mackenzie. 
aft. Is there any regular known fyftem of 


Revenue at prefent exifing in the province 
of Bahar for afcertainingYhe amount of the 
yearly demand of the fovereign; the grofs 
refources from which it fhould be forth 
coming and the mode to be obferved in 
colle@ing it ? 


ad. If there be, on what principle is it 
founded? If on éaxation, in what propor- 

tion is it levied onthe grofs rental, and by 
what rules or ftandard, progreffively or at 
once, has the prefent Jumma been eftablifh- 
ed? If it be founded on Rent or a certain 
proportion of the produce of the Soil, 

fhared with the Hufbandmen, what are the 
proportions fixed between landlord and 
tenans 


I know of none; the Hiftory of In- 
doftan in every page records the def- 
potifm of Emperors and rebellion of 
Feudatory Lords. The Vaffals muf 
have been taxed wnlimitedly from wars 
&e. all the anarchy of Feudal Govern- 
ments prevailed and the numerous Farts 
evince the many authorities &c. When 
power depends upon the Jongeft Sword 
revolutions on fo great a continent 
mauft have been frequent and fubverfive 
of all Regular /yftem of Revenue. When 
the Muffulmans fubdued the Country 
they found a Maharajah, inferior Ra- 
jabs and Ryots. And to this day the 
Rajahs in the hills have continued tri- 
butary Landholders. 


Tan not acquainted with any fixed 
rules of taxation, the divifion of the 
Crop excepted, which I have already 
ftated. I underftand that Mr. James 
Grant has written with affiduous ree 
fearch and great ingenuity an analyfis 
and I tru to be exdufed referring 
thereto for what has efcaped my know- 
ledge, 


¢ 


Dito: 
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aenant, what rate of Charges on account 
of Management or what are the fpecific fums 
fo received and disburfed in the propefed 
Meocurrery dafiri€ts ? 


gd. Whatever may be the general prin- Ditto. 

ciple of the revenue fyftem of Bahar, or 
especially in the propofed mocurrery dilt- 
rite it has no doubt been colleéted fome- 
where with precifion perhaps from written 
inflitutes, from royal ediéts, or from forms 
ofthe Royal Exchequer whatever may be the 
faurce of knowledge, it is to be fer forth. 


ath. Does pra€tical management ia the Ditto. 
afieiment and Colleftor of Rc venue corref- 
pond with the theory of fuch fources of 
knowledge 2? In what potas and in what 
apparent citcumftances do they differ and 
does the defe&t appear to be in the original 
conftitution, or in the prevalent fyftem ? 


gts. If there be no regular known fyftem Ditto. 

of revenue actually exifling in Bahar, or 
s#the diftriGs in gqueftion; no traces of the 
dormer exiftence offuch a fyftem, fuffici- 
entto alcertain its nature and determine 
how far it might be prafticable or eligible 
*o-necur to it under prefent circumftances, 
nor 


Co 3 


tor any fixed principle to regulate the de- 

mand, receipt and charges of the colle&i- 

on in the behalf of Government what are 

the fources of ‘knowledge? where have 
been the inveftigations akg from whofe ree 
ports and well founded opinions are we to 
draw information to enable us to inflitute 
a new fyftem of revenue ? 


6th, Again, if there be no Such fyftem 
where are“ the Laws and canflitution of 
“ Indja” referred to in the ggth Settion of 
the A& of Parliament, paffed in the year 
#784 “ for eRtablifhing upon Principles of 
* moderation and Juftice the rules by 
* which Rents &c. are ta be rendered and 
* paid to the united Company ?” 


7%. In what points does the Mocurrery 
Scheme differ from the exifting Zemindary 
Tenures? and what are its comparative ad- 
vantages to the ftate and peafantry as far as 
thefe can be fet forth on experienced or 
well founded calculation ? 


8th. What have been the annual Jum- 
ma, receipt and charges of the propofed 
Mogcurrery diftri@s fram the firft fetshement 
of Mahomed Reza Cawn.in 1765 to the 


prefent 
H 


“ Laws end conftitutions of India” 
is a general expreffion without any afllue 
fron E fhould think to particulars. It 
cannot. be fuppofed that the Britifh ad- 
miniftration had then any determinate 
rule in view, permanency was the objeQ 
anda definite fyftem. 


Thefe are enumerated in the plan 
and I forbear to trouble with a repeti- 
tion. 


The accomptant General can alone 
ftate the variation of the collections in 
alt the Pergunnahs fince 1765. 


{ 8) 


prefent time? To what caufes are the de- 
cline and a€tual deficiency of Revenue, if 
there be any to be afcribed ? How are far- 
ther defalcations to be prevented under the 
forms of a perpetual leafe ata fixed Rent 
feeing that an annually decreafing affeff- 
ment has {carcely ever been realized ? 


oth. Is landed property velted exclu- 
fively in the Sovereign oria the Zemrindars 
and Ryots? If in the latter, why is it 
to be again difpofed of ? If in the former 
but now.propofed to be transferred to the 
fatter or fome other defcriptions of the 
Land-holders, on what terms? on what 
principles, under what authority, confift- 
ently, with the above mentioned A& of 
Parliament and for what political ends and 


pecuniary advantages ? 


toth. Are 


‘I have endeavoured to make myfelf 
acquainted fully with this point and my 
opinion is that the Zemindar is indifpu- 
table Proprietor of the Soil, and the Rye 
ot, but a vaffal, or peafant. The Pot- 
tahs of my plan are but for one year, 
confirmable in perpetuity if approved 
from Great Britain. The political ends 
and pecuniary advantages I have alrea- 
dy enumerated the queftion appears to 
me rather what fyftem fhould’be adopt- 
ed than what has exifted. Error fhould 
be correGted if for a moment it is ad- 
mitted that under a wretched Mogul 
Government there exifted no rights, 
it muft be afked fhould the Englifh not 
give fome? if few, whether we cannot 
extend them. ‘The great obje& at 
home and in Bengal isto govern ‘for 
the bett, when the people arelrich’ Go- 
vernment muft ‘be fo, "it néed ‘not: be 

‘eppre- 
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ptoch. Are oo Revenue 'to be 
proportioned to prefent br. eventual oxi- 


} 
apprehended that means will not be 
found to avail themfelves of fubje&s 
wealth? 

This is comprifed in my reply to 
Mr. Shore's propofition of the fame sae 


geacies of Government or in what degree ture. 


is Government to fhare in the. profis of 
the Improvements ? 


t1éh. In eitablifbing the propofed’Moc- 
currery Jumma of Narhut Samoy &c. how 
are we affused ‘of having included all. the 
proper territorial flare and refources be- 
longing to- Government—Before property 
be difpofed of, ought not ‘its value to-be 
accerately' known ? on whom devolves the 
Malikana or the oufled Zemindar’s allow- 
ance of Ten per Cent. and to whom would 
devolve the fele@ion and appointments. of 
the numerous Mocecurrerydars, or new 
{pecies of Proprietors, with.a devolving right 
of fuch valuable property.and peavileges 
ta their: heirs? If to the Collectors, would 
it not afford a new-extenfive and extraor- 
dinary latitude for patronage, .it being the 
great ambition of the cultivators and other 
clafics of natives to get pofleffion of fome 


proportion of land in perpetuity ? 


Fhe extent of this large territory: 
renders an accurate knowledge of the 
value of the land difficult, and the idea 
of its attempt mutt poltpone every fyf 
tem. For. to-morrrow it is different: 
from to day. To me it appears fuffici- 
ent to know that a Pergunnah paid lefs 
under a farmer, and was notwithftand- 
ing in decline from the’ rapacity of li. 
mited intereft in it, Ifany villages are 
omitted, Government will benefit by 
The Zemin- 
dar will receive the one thenth from 


fubfequent annexation. 


the Moccurrerydar, Government wil} 
determine who are to form the affeff: 
toent but as almoft every village has a 
Proprietor the patronage will be very 
little, befides the Colle&ors at prefent 
nominate to whole Pergunnahs retaine 
ing alfo a lafting influence, fince fe~ 

newals 
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mewals of leafes in a great meafure de- 
pend uponthem. Government will not 
permit the quit- -rent fetilement to fall 
below the teding years Jumor 
without a’ utation. Partiality ray 
forbear exzfting the highc® rent from 
each village, that however is preferable 
to fupporting a farmer ‘in overburthen- 
ing. The allotment once formed pre- 
cludes all alteration, future influence, 
&e. The Courts of Jullice will only 
remain for bufinefs and truff, and un- 
til Gevernment prefcribe their de- 
mands and have an intermediate Ju- 
dicial authority I fee not how the fub- 
jes can be fecure and flourifh. 


Without that, we frail refemble Mo- 
quis, dévery new ruler changing pre- 
eecding fyfterns, ¢ftablifhing Zemindary 
rights one year’ and anmulling them 
another. Though I have already tref. 
paffed much, I hope to be pardoned 
applying the reafoning of a deceafed 
amhor, ‘upon: ehe argaments oF men 
‘* who not defeFing is Fadgement well, 
“ general eeperionce.” Ave advocates for 
“ Governments eollefittig’ immediately 
“dom the Ryot ox Peafant. Thole 

_ * whe 


{ 
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> 


“ whe purfue this train of reafoning 
* feem not fufficiently to enquire whi- 
“ ther it will lead them, nor to knew 
chat it will equally fhew che propriety 
“ of fuppreffing all whole fale trade.” 


After expatiating upon this, he con- 
eludes. 


“ According to thefe Schemes uni- 
“ verfal pienty is te begin and end in 
“ univerfal mifery. Hope and emula- 
“tion will be utterly extinguifhed and 
** asall muft obey the cali of immediate 
“ necefiity, nothing that requires ex- 
“ tenfive views or provides for diflans 


confequences will ever be perform- 
“ ed.” 
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ENCLOSURE. 


(A). 
To JOHN SHORE, Ef. 
PRESIDENT of the BOARD of REVENUE, 


Forr WILLIAM. 
SIR, 


AM honored with your letter of the 26th November, and with folicitude to give 


you fatisfadtory anfwers to the queftions propofed therein, have delayed tll now 
its acknowledgement. 


I have in vain endeavoured to find the Hindco Synonyme, to the Perfian name 
“ Zemindar and confequently failed in obtaining a diftin€k account of his Tenure 
and righés, indeed under a Feodal fi flem which has prevailed from time immemo- 
rial, the idea of a quit-rent, or Mocurrety Tenure cannot have been entertained, 
for the European maaim of a difin€& Military force and of raifing fupplies by fund- 
ing is totally unknown. Independence and fecurity from the exaétions of arbitrary 


power was never claimed, to affert 1t even were tantamount to rebellion. 


The Maha Rajsh under the Hindoo Government, taxed his liege Lords as his 
neceffities or partialities diQated —The mufulman Covernment obferved the fame 
principles and when refra@tory Zemindars 1 fufcd the tribute, The Emperor gave 
the eftate to a fasourite Officer who was to icpay himfelf the expence of fubduing 


it from the produce. The 
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The Jaghire, Ultamgau, &c. tenures virtually annul every right of the Proprietor, 


who in general obtained a few villages for the fupport of his Family, when he fub- 
mitted and paid obeifance. 


I have learnt from the beft authority that the Patna Council in Mr. Vanfittart’s 
time feeing the precarious fituation of Zemindars and the tvil of alienating diftin® vil- 
lages rentfree, firft fixed five per Cent upon the produce of their eftates, and after~ 
wards finding that the Farmers could not raife payment by the Jale of them, they ulti~ 
mately determined the per centage at one tenth that the wealthy might be induced to 
purchafe, and enable the Farmers to liquidate their Revenue. , 


Tfubmitto your perufal feparate anfwers to each queftion, together with the 
Copies of funnuds required from the Daroga of the Amaunut Dufter which will fur- 
ther elucidate. 

I remain, STR, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
; T. LA W, Collefor. 
Gra, January 9, 1788. 





ANSWERS of RusTERaM DarocaH of the Dufter Anaunut to 
the Questions tranfmitted in a Letter from the PRESIDENT of 
the Boarn of Revenue, under date the 26th November 1787. 


Queftions. Anfuwers. 


aft. From what period has the Malican- © When the Emperors firft difpoffeffed 
aaah received by the Zemindars in Bahar the Rajahs of Hindoftan and introdu- 
been ced 
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een fir allowed? ced regulations for fettling the Zeniin« 
dars after their own manner, they pars 
tucularly favored the Proprietors of the 
lands and demanded a {mall fhare of 
the Revenue; when the Country was 
flourifhing, the Emperors ordered the 
rents, to be colleQled in propartion to 
the produce and the Zemindars be 
gan to reprefent their Embarrafl- 
ments. In confequence of which, it 
was fixed that in cafe the Zemin- 
dars were incapable of making en- 
gagements, they fhould receive an 
allowance of Maliconnah but centu- 
ries have elapfed fince that period, 
it is hard to compute the Number of 


years or fpecify the name of the Em- 
perors. 


ad. Do the Proprietors of Jaghiers and = The Proprietors of Jagheirs and Ul- 
Ultumgaws univerfally pay to the Zemin- tumgaws pay Maliconah and fome times 
dars Maliconah or allow them poffeffion of allow Zemindars poffeffion of lands, 
Maliconnab lands? and the holders of Aymahs have ufu- 
ally alienated when they firft got the 
lands, a proportion of them as Malie 

connah, but fometimes have paid the 

Zemindars the amount in money the 

other rent free land holders grant in 

the fame manner a proportion of lands 

ad. and 
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and fome times an allowance of money 
to the Zemindars. 


gd. State fome ‘fpecific inftances of the | Golaum Ghofer (brother of Rajah 
amount paid the Zemindars by the Jag- Ameer Ullak, Zemindar of village Ic- 
herdars Ultumgahdars on account Mali- laulpore, &c. Pergunnah Eoh and vil- 
connah in the form of an account notice- lage Uniauwun Pergunnah Incha an- 
ing the names of both the amount of the nexed to the Jaghire of Afful Ullah 
Jaghiers and Ultumgaws. Khan, &c. and defcendants of Shaik 
Ullah), receives Maliconnah eftimated 
at the rate of twenty-five per Cent. pur- 
fuant to ancient cuftom notwithitanding 
twenty-five Rupees is infringing the 
regulations, the other Jaghiredars in the 
fre Pergunnahs pay alfo in that pro- 
portion, the cuftom originates from this 
circumftance when a fequeftration of 
their eftates took place in former times 
the predeceffors of the above Zemin- 
dars fhewed great indulgence and fa- 
vour to the anceftors of the prefent Pro- 

prictors of the Jaghire Jands. 


Colaum Gofe Khawn reccives Mal- 
connah alfo account village Abrona &c. 
Pergunnah Morurah attached to Na- 
bob Mozzuffer Jung's Jaghire, eftima- 
ted at the rate of ten Rupees per Cent. 
Ultungaws Mollenarain Nyele Sing, 


Denon 


Denon Sing and Abahynarin, Proprie- 
tors of village Sula, Pergunnah Gyaf- 
pore attached to the Ultumgaw of 
Shaik Khan deceafed, are allowed ten 
per Cent. account Maliconnah. Shaik 
Canum Ally and Shaik Rafawun Pro- 
prietors of the village Conapore Shah- 
jehanpore Ultumgaw of Rajah Kyale- 
ram, arc allowed ten per Cent, Mualcon- 
nab. 


Kawul Balehund, &c. Proprictors 
of Bunapore Pergunnah Gyfpore, Ul- 
tumgaw of Surajahuddcen receive ten 


Rupees per Cent. account Maliconnah. 


AyMAS. 

Juaroy Beckaroy and Bucktaroy Pro- 
prictors of Cunumpoorah, Havely Azi- 
mabad, Ayma of Mirza Afzul Ally have 
held poffeffions of Maliconah lands at 
the rate of ten Begahs per hundred for 


many years. 


ath, Are there any Zemindars now in The Zemindars have had poffeffion 
poffeffion of Lands which exifted ae Ze- of their lands for centuries but Malicon- 
Snwindary before the year 1550 Eng. flyle? nah has not exifted for folong a period, 
Enaum and Nanhar Villages have been 

appropriated to the Zemindars for 


5th. many 


a9 
many years, but fome have been attach. 
ed by former Rulers, fome refumed by 
the Company, and fome are ftill retain- 


ed by the Proprietors. 


5th. You muft deliver a copy of the ge- This will,appear from the accompa- 
neral form of a grant for a faghic: with nying copy of a Jaghier Sunnud as 
remarks {pecifying any adautted variati- required, the variations which fubfift 
ons from the General Rule. are as follow, fome grants are ref- 
triQed tothe death of the Proprietors, 
fome depend on their difmiffion, and 
fome fpecify the Provifion of the 
Royal Wardrobe as the condition of 
the tenure. 
In other grants the word difmiffion, 

&c. is omitted. 
Some umes the number of villages 


are inferted but in gencral they are not 


mentioned. 
IV Coprzs, 
if. Jaghiery Sunnud of Rajah Sit- 
tabroy. 


24, Ditto of Abo Mahomed Khan, 

gd. Mutaby of Mabomod Daouds 
Jaghire. 

4th. Ditto Mahomed Tuckh Khan; 
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(B). 
Yo JOHN SHORE, £&. 
PResipent of the Boarp of REVENUE, 
Fort WILx1AM. 
SIR, 


SINCE I had the honor to reply to your lettter of the 26th Nov. I have ex- 
amined the Patna Confultations and have the pleafure to enclofe Extraéts, which 


afcertain the periods when the Malikonnah was fixed with the fentiments which 
occafioned it. 


I remain, SIR, 


Your moft obedient humble fervant, 


THOMAS LAW, Collefor. 
Gra, Fax. 15, 1788. 





EXTRACT from the iff PATNA CONSULTATIONS, 
under date the 5th Nov. 1770. 


James ALEXANDER, E/q. 
GEORGE VANSITTARI, 
Meffrs. 
RoBertT PALK. 


AGREED, that the following form of Agreement fhall be entered into by 
the renters; and that in fuch parts of the country as fhall not be rented Perwannahs 
fhall be written to the feveral Aumils that the Colle@ions fhall be made according 
to that Regulation from the Ryotts that whatever Allowances to Servants, &ce 
are neceflary, to be paid from the Sircar and no feparate Colleftions whatever 
be made on that account. FORM 
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FORM of the AGREEMENT. 


ya the Subsah Bahar forthe fum of————in full of Mal * 
and ‘bwab *, Poucdarry and Dehdarry * Chucklemoney f, and Mehemony f, &c. 


oy *7 


J ef 3 nar wte i~— 





(esclufive of the Busbmootcr, &c. charity Jands) do hereby engage that I will pay 
the fuid Sum Fufl by Fufll and Kift by Kilt without any pretence whatever; and I 
will hefides pay the fevvral Proprietors, according to Cuftom and agrecable to the 
feparate Paper and Rufloom, ofthe Cazys of the Sudder and Mofuffil Canongoes, and 
the allowance of Penfioners &c. Mufcooraut, I will either agree with the Ryotts and 
give them fieed Pottahs with their own confentincluding ceffes &c. as well as the Re- 
venue; or elfe where the Ryotts do not chufeto enter into fuch an agreement I will 
collet hom them in kind taking only Twenty -two and half Scer in the Mannd and 
leaving the other Seventecn and half Secr to the Ryotts, not fubjc cd to any dedudions 
whatever, with refpeQ to fmall Zemindars and Talookdars, I will fettle the Rents 
with them, i we can aeree upon the Tenn, or if we cannot, I will take the 
Talook || into my own bards, and make them an allowance of five per Cent on 
the produce, Iowill collect no fines nor poffefs myfclf of the efletts of People 


dying without Heirs, Fines and all fuch effects bolong to the Circar, 


area RE 


EXTRACT from a Letter of the Governor General and 
Council, dled Fort Wittiam, February 4, 1771. 


IN the agreements which you have entered into with the Farmers we obferve 
that by one of the Articles, the Zemindars and the Taluokdars are put too much 
under the power of the Farmers who are allowed to fete fuch ‘Terms with thofe 
People as may be mott for their intereft, and if they cannot agree on thofe Terms 
they may take the Talooks into their hands, on making an allowance to the Ta- 

EE a a NE a A aE ONE Te NEE ETRE SFE TENTS 


-# Hand Revenue, > ‘Fines of Criminal Courts, © t Names of leaffcs. —_—}- Part of a large eftate. 
lookdars 
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lookdars of five per Cent on the produce for their fubfiftence: as fuch a power 
may, and in’ many places undoubtedly will be exerted, to the prejudice of the, 
petty Zemindars and Talookdars, we defire that in your next agreements with 
the Farmers on malfmga new Settlement this Article may be amended. 





EXTRACT from the PATNA CONSULTATIONS, under 
date the 2d March 1771. 


BY every information we can obtain the Farmers would never be able to 
adjuft their Rent with the Talookdars unlefs they were indulged with the alter- 
mative of taking their lands under their own management, and there is lefs reafon 
to apprehend any inconvenience from the fyflem, becaufe the bad debts and 
expences to which they fubje& themfelves by fo doing, makes them always more 
difpofed to come to an agreement with the Taloekdars sf they will come to 
adequate Terms ; however if they appprove it, we will in future fix ten per Cent 
inftead of five, as the Talookdar’s allowance, and this we underftand to be the 
ancient allowance agreeable to the confttuuion of the Country Government. It 
ds truce this would occafion fome fmall difference in the amount of the Revenue 
but the difference we belicve would be fully compenfated by the addition it 
would give tothe value of landed property and the fecurity which would from 


thence arife againft outftaading balances. 





EXTRACT of a Letter from the Governor General and 
Council, dated Fort WituiamM, May 13, 1771. 


THE Regulation for obliging the Farmers to allow the Talookdars tea per Cent 
where they fhall take the Farm into their own hands we entirely approve 
of, as it is much more juft and equitable than the former allowance. 


EXTRACT 
“K 


( 74 ) 


EXTRACT from the PATNA CONSULTATIONS, under 
date the 4th Fune 1771. 


IN the future engagements ten per Cent fhall be alfow€d to the Talookdars 
agreeable to your orders, we propofe alfo if you approve, to make them engage that, 
if the Government fhould think proper, they will continue to hold 
their farms a fourth year on the fame terms as the third, we mean this with a view 
to prevent them frum being guilty of exa€tions in the Pergunnahs the third year 
on a fuppofition that they will be no longer interefted in their welfare. 


nen ence cL ER TEI cer 


(C). 
To JOHN SHORE, Fy. 
PRESIDENT and M¥FMBERS of the Board of REVENUE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


WHEN effefts are caufed contrary to my fuperiors benevolent intentions it 
becomes my duty to ftate them. Permit me therefore to explain that the Fifty-third 
ahd Fifty-fixth Articles of the Revenue Regulations diftated for a guardian attention 
to the Zemindars Intercft, have operated reverfely prejudical, 


Aumils who are obliged ta pay their Revenue pun@ually, will not rent ta men 
whofe property can only be obtained after a long and tedious procefs, with a 
reference to the Prefidency; nor will bankers affitt them with loans, reftraint 
upon the ready transfer of property muft caufe its depreciation and notwithftanding 
every precaution wifdom can devife, it is impoffible to prevent revolutions in 
families; the diftreffed therefore are ultimately compelled te difpofe of their eftates 

confiderably 


fi 
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confiderably under value from the prohibition annexed thereto. The other Articles 
have wilely provided redrefs for every grievance. Permit me to recommend that 
all formal Zemindarry Sales legally authenticated be valid without impediment. 


Tam SIR, 
Your moft obedient fervant, 


THOMAS LAW, Colledor. 
Gra, July 31, 1788. 


ASE A DEPOT LE TIT ED 


(D). 
To JOHN SHORE, £&. 
PRESIDENT and Members of the Boarp of REVENUE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IT has been one of the mof grateful parts of my (duty to fulfil your orders by 


the fuggeftion of any Regulations that may occur fur general eafe and benefit. 


In recommending an alteration of the prefent Kiftbundies, to every two Months, 
or fix in the year, I may at one glance appear to intrude witha trivial amendment, 
I truft it will prove only inferior to that of forming a mocurrery fyftem. The 
accumulation of accounts and the numerous eftablifhments required are the obvious 
objeétions, but the evils multiply through every gradation downwards. The Col- 
leGtor from the full Moon to the 15th of next month never forbears urgency and 
fummonfes. The Aumil to avoid the neceflity of borrowing at Intereft from 
Bankers, never grants delay beyond the full Moon and diftrains upon failure; the 
under Renters therefore to avert thefe inconveniences, collet from infcrior Tenants 
at fifteen day inftalments, or twice every Month. 


The 
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The expence of Hircarrahs to reccive petty fums, and their vexatious extoftions 
fo frequently repeated, deprefs the pooreft but moft induftrious fubje&s. 


Thefe however are not their only fufferings.—Thcey are oftef deprived by reftraint 
of the valuable feafon for cultivation, often prevented from reaping, always obli- 
ged to fell their grain difadvantageoufly, and hence, too often punifhed and ruined 
atthe end ofthe year for failures which a little forbearance would have averted. 
Even thofe who prove fortunate enough to clear themfelves, are obliged to borrow 
money at Intereft, to purchafe the fame grain at two maund per Rupee for fowing, 


which they Sold for five maunds. 


Marpy Bailiff, and drone ufurers inftead of adding to the Stock of ufeful la- 
bour only prey upon it. If it is admitted that the aggregate profits, of laborious 
individuals conititute the wealth of a ftate; Government muft undeniably lofe be- 
yond calculation over fe extenfive a Country yicldiny only land Revenuc.  Selt-in+ 
tereft therefore coincides with humanity, to corre&t aform which incurs expences 
and creates embarraffments from the highelt to the loweit. 


Perhaps the charaéters and fortunes of Farmers, prohibit an extention of credit, 
that of two months however, does not appear to caule infecurity of colleétions, 
but letene avoid deviating from my province which is only to fubmit for the dif- 


cuffion and determination of my fuperiors. 


Iremain, GENTLEMEN, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant, 


THOMAS LAW, Colleior. 


Gra July 12, 1788. 
Te 
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(E). 
To JOHN SHORE, Ef. 
PRESIDENT and Members of the Boarp of REVENVE. 
Fort WILLIAM. 


GENTLEMEN, 


I AM honored with your letter of the 13th April. 


The Canongoe Officers in each Pergunnah will at prefent ferve to demonftrate 
the meafurement and name of each village, as alfo the former Jummah either by 
old records or copies in the poffefion of the /Zeirs or Purcha/fers which are preferved 
by them merely es title deeds to receive the falanes and Jands annexed to the 
office. 


Upon our firft acquifition of the Dewanny, thefe offices were requifite referees but 
upwards of twenty years being now clapfed, rights are afcertainedin the Adaw- 
lut by length of poffeffion, no reliance can be placed on any Canongoe Reports 
nor is the office at prefent of any real fervice. 


The Farmers have always carried away the proceedings fince our Government, 
fo that every regulation and order to them during the Patna Council can only be 
foond in the Perfian Dufter or in the Englifh proceedings. 


The only made to remedy thefe abufes which occurs to me, is to appoint the 
afitant under each Colleftor to be in the Chara&er of Company's Attorney to 
profecute or defend every fuit; thus a caufe is regularly proceeded in and finally 
adjufted ; either party may appeal, in fhort by fuch a fyftem every right will be gra- 

dually 
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dually afcertained and recorded, but at prefent the Company muft fuffer or their 
{ubjefis, whilft, the Colleftor is both Profecutor and Judge. My fentiments 
upon this fubjeG will appear at large in my correfpondence with Mr. Bufhby. 


{have written for the Statements of the Canongoe allowance which are not yet 
all received, and I truft that this will excufe my delay. 


{have the honor to fubjoin for your perufal, Tranflates of orders which were 
adopted by me through neceffity, to obviate the defe@ for public offices of record, 
ifthe Cauzceys were obliged on pain of forfeiting their appointments, monthly to 
tranfinit an abflraé of their proceedings and thefe preferved in the Adawlut, all tranf- 
aQions in future would be readily proved, and thus the frauds of antedating, &c. 


cafily detcéted. 


“ Be it known that all ordere iffued to you muft be copied and delivered to the 
head Canongocs of the Pergunnah under your charge and they on their part muft 
keep a Book for the infertion of fuch orders to recur to when wanted ; let this frilly 


be complied with.” 
Tranflate of a Perwannali to Nerhem Ally Cauzy of Pergunnah Cheynpore. 


" tis hereby ordered that you be prefent and perform the duties of your office and 
authenticate with your own feal every paper, Bill of Sale and writing whatever afte: 
they are proved by the fignature of witneifes; of which particulars you muft inva- 
riably tranfmit month by month atrue abftra& inferting therein the names of the 
parties and date of their engagements.” 

I remain, GENTLEMEN, 


Your moft obedient humble fervant, 
THOMAS LAW, Colledor. 


Gra, the asf April 1787. FORM 


C963 
(F). 
FORM of a CABOUL®EAT. 


1ft. Whereas I have taken the farm of the village ——~—— in Pergunmah 
containing ——-——— Begahs, from the commencement of the year 1196 Fuflily 
at the Jummah of——~——Rupees exclufive of Gung (Market) duties. 


2d. I therefore hereby engage and promife in Writing to pay the Revenue 
of the aforefaid village to the above amount year by year without encreafe or 
diminution agreeable to my Cabooleat and account Kiflbundy. 


3@, If any one eftablifhes his claim to the Zemindary of the aforefaid village, 
Iwill annually pay to him or his Heirs Malikana, at the rate of Ten Rupees per 


Cent.on the Jumma aforcfaid over and above the rent to Government. 


4th. If at any time expences are incurred by Government for proteéting the coun- 
try, and other accounts, I agree to the 1aifing of Taxes in proportion to this Moceur- 


rery Jumma for paying off thofe expences. 


5th. Provided in the neighbourhood of the faid villages, any difputes arife 
refpefting its boundaries or limits and the extent is leffened by a decree of the 
Adawlut, I will not claim any deduftion, but be held refponfible for all fuch 
charges of Law fuits and litigations, loffes of feafons and expences of cultivation; Goe 
vernment has nothing to do with thefe circumitances, the above rent is ftipulated 
for the village and recoverable from me or my Heirs, or by the fale thereof, 


6th. Whatever engagements in money or kind are mutually entered into ae 
the beginning of the year with the fatisfa€tion of the Ryotts, fhall be adjufted with- 
ous 
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out any Abwabs or Ceffes; I will colle& according to the terms which are fettled 
without encreafe thereon. 


7th. 1 will faithfully account with Covernment for all eninheritable property 
of perfong dying and flying from the country and give up all right thereto. 


8th. Twill pay on my own account for raifing embankments and cutting water 
courfes at the aforefaid village, or jointly with other perfons at another place when 
it js-our mutual intereft, without excufes. 


oth. If the Honourable Company in England or Ruler of the country refufe to 
confirm this Moccurrery leafe to my Heirs, I hereby declare this engagement to be 
raade for ang year only and after that time is expired, to be of no validity whatever. 
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(F). 
FORM of a POTTAH. 





aft. Whereas the village———-—in Pergunnah containing —————— 
Begahs has been granted—-— 
Fuffily at the Jummah of- 


ed. He muft therefore pay up the Revenue of the aforefaid villages fettied at 





in farm the commencement of the year 1196 





———Rupees exclufive of Gunge duties. 


the above amount year by year without encreafe or diminution, agreeable to his 
Cabooleat and account Kiftbundec. 


g¢@. If any one eftablifhes his claim to the Zemindarry of the faid village he 
will annually pay to him and his Heirs Malikana at the rate of Ten Rupees per 
Cent. on the Jumma aforefaid over and above the rent of Government. 


L 4h, Uf 
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4sh. 1f at any time expenees are incurred by Government for protefting the 


country and other accounts, he will agree to the raifing of taxes in proportion to the 
Moccurrery Jumma for paying off thofe expences. 


5t. Provided in the neighbourhood of the faid village any difputes arife refpec- 
ting its boundaries and limits and the extent is leffened by a decree of the Adawlut, 
he is not to claim any deduétion but be held refponfible for all fuch charges of 
Law fuits and litigations, loffes of feafon and expences of cultivation: Govern- 
ment has nothing to do with thefe circumftances; the above reat is Ripulated for 
the village and is recoverable from him or his Heirs or by the fale thereof, 


6th. Whatever engagements in money or kind are mutually entered into at the 
beginning of the year with the fatisfa€tion of the Ryots, he will adjuft without any 
Aboawbs or Ceffes and will colle& according to the terms which are fettled without 
any increafe thereon. 


7th, He will faithfully account with Government for all inheritable property of 
perfons dying and flying from the country and give up al! rights thereto. 


8+b, He will pay on his own account for raifing embankments and cutting water 
courfes at the aforefaid village, or jointly with other perfons at another place, when 
it is their mutual interef, without excufes. 


gth. If the Honourable Company in England or Governor General in Council 
approve of perpetuating this Moccurrery leafe to him and his Heirs, a Moccurrery 
fennud: fall be granted: and authenticated with the Company's Seal and Signed 
by the Governor General in Council; but in cafe of their not confirming it is hereby 
declared that the engagement is made for one year only and after that term is 

of no validity whatever.) 
fe 
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(G). 
To JOHN SHORE, Ef. 
PRESIDENT and Mempers of the Boarn of REvenug, 
Fort WILuiaM. 
GENTLEMEN, 

AVAILING myfelf of the firft rains to vifit the weftward divifion of my ditri& 
to promote the cultivation, I took that oportunity alfo, to afcertain the truth of re- 
ports refpe€ting the capital Mart, “ Daoodnagur,” and found that many Merchants 
had abfconded through the diftra€tion and extortion of more than a dozen Colleétors 


of duties; each heir of the Jaghire having a feparate fervant for his proportion. 


The Government muft fuffer very much in its internal trade and the enlarged 
Policy of annitnlating Cuftows Houfé duties be greatly obviated. 


Some Regulations appear requifite for the internal Gunges in alienated tenures; 


or they might be purchafed to the advantage of Government in every fenfe. 


Thofe markets which are in Nezamut lands, might at this crifis be modified and 
feparated from the farms inftead of being lumped to the Aumil with his other Re- 
venue; for any alleviation of rates will occafion a claim of dedu@tion—although 
the colle&tions may a€tually encreafe; for it has been proved that Cuftom Houfe 
Arithmetic is often paradoxical. 


My arrangement in the town of Bahar, has been fo fuccefsful in fuppreffing rob- 
btries and promoting the refort of Beoparrics without any expence of Government, 
the efablifhment being more than defrayed by accumulating receipts and the 
general fubje& appears of fuch magnitude, that I hope it will juftify this intrufion, 

I remain, SIR, 
Your! moft obedient hamblé! fervane, 


THOMAS LAW, Colleffor. 
Gra, Faly 26, 1788. Te 


(84. ) 
(H). 
To JOHN SHORE, £f. 


Presipent and Memagrs of the Boarp of REVENUE, 
Fort WILLIAM. 


CENTLEMEN, 


1AM honored with your letter under date the 5th Inftant enclofing propofed 
Regulations refpe€ting rent-free alienations and Maliconnah Jands and requiring my 


opinion of the probable confeqences, for the information of his Lordfhip in Council. 


My correfpondence with Mr. Bufhby occafioned me often ta reafon upon his. 
appointment, yet with diffidence I muft fubmit my fentiments on fo delicate a fub- 


ye. | 


The revifion of Sunnuds * muft always be expenfive, troublefome and alarming to 
the landholders and in general unprofitable to Government ; no Colle&or has time, 
his delegate therefore may terrify, extort money and releafe eftates and as I before 
ventured to fuggeft “It appears unyuft to moleft any one in poffeffion without the 
“ appearance of an injured party” and for this purpofe in my letter under date the 
agd June 1786 I recommended that the head affiftant fhould be profecutor on the 
part of the Company with a per Centage and the Colle@or decide the claims in the 
Adawlut from which an appeal lics to either party. The Natives ‘cannot thea 
complain “ of their inability to affert their rights, the Judge being interefted in de- 
“ priving them of their eftates and confequently anxious to avail himfelf of any 
" trivial defed. ” 


The afffftant will be aGive to benefit Government from mutual Intereft but be- 


een ena eae arene 
* Tide deeds, 
ing 
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ing unable to determine, he cannot abufe his truft and as his proceedings muft be 
public, he will not difcredit himfelf by litigious claims; she holders alfo under good 
Tenure will thus be at cafe relying upon the fixed Laws; but when the fame perfon is 
Fudge, Party and Ruler, he may’ privately work upon the fears of many, and though 


I never knew of the operation of this influence, yet a Government fhould avoid 


granting fo dangerous an authority, and this is the obnoxious argument, againit the 


former appointment. 


With every apology for this extraneous remark I fhall now humbly fulfil your or- 


ders refpe@ing the feparate article, viz. 


Fixsr. 

That all grants of rent free lands previ- 
ousto the 12th Auguft 1765, the date of 
the Dewanny grant, fhall be deemed valid, 
under the following limitations. 


if. That the Grantee aftually and bo. 
na-fide obtained poffeffion of the lands fo 
granted, previous to the date prefcribed. 


gd. That the land has not been fubfe- 
quently refumed by the Officers or orders 


of Government. 


Szconp. 
That all grants of land made fince that 
period, by any other anthority than that of 


the Government of the country, and not 
confirmed 


UnobjeGtionable. 


sft Ditto. 


ad. Ditto. 


Ditto. 


18, Un. 
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confirmed by them, fhall be held invalid 

and liable to refumption and annexation 

to the rental of Government, under the 
following notifications and limitations. 


1. That grants under the fignature of 
the Chiefs of the provincial Councils and 
Seals of the Council for rent free lands 
under One Hundred Rupees annual rent, 
having been authorized by a Regulation of 
Government be excepted and reported to 
the Governor General in Council preve- 


ous to any refumption. 


2d. That where the grants fpecify a 
quantity of land not exceeding one hun- 
dred Begahs, one half only of the rents 
thereof realized by the poffeffors be refum- 
ed, but that the whole be declared forfeited 
and refumable upon the death of the pre- 
fent poffeffor, after which the rents thereof 
are to be reannexed to the public rental ; 
this refpeéts all grants, excepting thofe fpe. 
cified in the firlt Regulation and the pre- 
ceding limitation, 


gé@. That when the grants fpecify a 
quantity of Jand Jefs than ten Begahs and 
fuch land is bona fide appropriated to the 

maintenance 


1ft. Unobjeftionable. 


ed. 1 think that cither the whole” 
fhould be refumed or rcleafed during the 


prefent incumbent, to avoid vexatious 


and expenfive inveftigations of the 


crop for which Aumeens muft be depu- 
ted and their falarics will abforb all the 


produce. 


34. Unobjefionable. 


Included 
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maintenance of Brahmins or other religi- 
ane ox charitable parpofes it be not refum- 
ed withont a previous report thereon and 
orders iffued inconfequence. 


Turn. 

That the fecond Regulations without 
any regard to the fecond and third limitay 
tion thereof, fhall abfolutely and paffitively: 
take place with refpe& to all grants of rent 
free lands, made from the commencement 
of the Bengal year 1178 and from 1179 
Fullily year which are herein declared in 
valid. 


Fourtn. 

That poffeffion antecedent to the date of 
the Dewanny, where it has been fublequently 
continued to the prefent time, fhall be held 
of equal validity with any grant under the 
following reftriGlion : 


That the poffeffor fhall have complied 
with the former regulation of Government 
for Regiftering his Land in confequence of 
any requifitions publicly notified for that 


purpofe. 


That: 


Jacluded in the ed article. 


A humane definite order. 
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Firta. 


That Aumils, Farmers or Officers of 


difcovering alienations of I.and fhall upon 
their reannexation to the public rental, be 
entitled to the Revenue thereof, for the 
year in which it is made or the proportion 
of the rents for that part of the ycar unex- 


pired. 


Sixt. 


That to guard againft collufions on the 


This fhould be inferted in the A umits 
Government, employed in the colle@ions Pottahs. 


A proper Penalty, but one-half fhould 


part of the Aumils, Farmers and Officers be given to the informer as it ftrength- 


in confequence of the notifications of the ens the dread of difcovery. 


fifth Regulation which may be pervert- 
ed to an inftrument of sppichon with 
out advantage to the Government, it he de- 
clared, that if any Aumil fhall enter into 
a compromife with any holder of ahenated 
Lands for concealing the Tenure, he fhell 
for any confideration received by him, as 
a compromife, forfeit three times he amount 
and the Colle@tors are to be enjoined to 


enforce this refolution. 


SEVENTH. 
That nothing herein faid be underftood 
to authorize in future the fucceffion of any 
perfon to rent free-lands although poffeffed 


before 


Unobdje@ionable. 


The 
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before the date of the Dewatniv, unlefs the 
grant hereof fhall exprefs the defcent of 
fuch lands by inheutance. The fame 
rule is to apply to poffeffions acquired be- 
fore the Dewanny, not founded upon any 
unnud or grant. But thele cafes are to 
be fubje&t to the following limitation that 
where one or more fucceffions may have 
taken place before the date of the Dewan- 
ny, no refumption upon the demife of the 
poffeffor fhall take place, without the autlo- 
rity of the Governor General in Council 
to whom notice of fuch an event 1stmme- 


diately to be communicated. 


Eicur. 

Farmers, Aumils, Zcmindars or others 
alienating lands without the fan@tion of 
Government previoufly obtained, fhall for- 
feit Five Rupees for every Begah {o alie- 


nated. 
eee, 


NINTH. 
The above regulations are not to affe& 
any grants made or confirmed by the 
Superintendant of the Bazai Zemin in 


Bengal, in virtue of the powers vefted in 
him 


M 


The Grantee fhould be jointly an- 
fwerable, for an indigent Zemindar will 
rifque the penalty for a fimall ready 
fum and the fraudulent receiver wha is 
equally culpable efcape. Moreover 
perfons will be deterred from collufive« 
ly purchafing what he is in darger of 
refunding with lofs. 


Unobje&tionable. 


( go 


him nor the {pecific regulations laid down 
for Jaghiers, Altumga and Muddet Matk 
in Bahar. 


The following regulations regarding 
Malikonnah lands, relate cxclufively to the 
Soubah of Behar in which alone this tenure 


exitts, 


First. 

That no grants for Maliconnah land fhall 
be deemed valid, excepting fuch as may 
have been made or confirmed by the Su- 
preme Authority of the country, that is, 
the Governor General and Council, for the 


time being. 


SECOND. 

That any Aum, Zemindar or others 
in future making grants of Malconnah lands 
fhall forfer. Five Rupees for every Begah 
fo granted. 


THIRD. 

That when a fettlement 3s included with 
any Zemindar for the rents of his Zemin- 
darry, 1 is to be underftood as made for the 
whole Zemindarry, upon fair and equitable 

terms, without any {pecification or diftin@i- 
on of Malconnah. Fourts. 


) 


Unolyeftionable. 


One-half recommended to the inform- 


ct for reafons above affigned. 


UnobyeQionable. 


Ur. 
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Fouarts. 
The Zemindars, not having the manage- | Unobje@lionable. 
ment of their own lands are, as at prefent, 
agreeable to the conftitution of the Soubah, 
to receive an Allowance of Ten per Cent. 


Malconnah on the net Jummah of the Ze- 
mindarry. 


In reply to your queftions, Gentlemen, refpecing the quantity of land recoverable, 
1 muft acknowledge my inability to form an eftimate, allo of the probable amount 


of the alienations given up, by the limitations in the Second General \rucle. 


In England the maxim is adimtted ¢bat pofefion is a good trtle till a Superior one as 
proved elfe, all Security would be loft by snveftrgation of trtles. 


The Natives cannot pretend an obje€tion to Government's recovery of its rights 
by /egal precefs and I an convinced, that whilft more 1s obtamed by gradual and 
formal refumptions, the rules will be moft gratefully received. 

lremaan, GENTLEMEN, 


Your moft ob. dient humble fervant, 


Gra, September 25, 1788 THOMAS LAW, Codkdor, 


rn 


Fo WILLIAM COWPER, Ej. 
AcTING Presipenr and Memsers of the Boarn of Revenur 
Fort WILLIAM. 
GENTLEMEN, 


I AM honored with your letter of the 2oth ultimo. 


tf, In 
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if, In refpe€l to new taxes, the Zemindars and Farmers cannot have impofed 
any, as I fhould not fail to have a complaint immediately, which would be redrelfed. 
by damag.s againft the Farmer, one or two inftances at firft occurred, but when the 


Farmers found, that for the extortion of one Rupee they paid double, they foon 
defifted. 


edly, In rcfpcét to the oppreffions of Farmers I was at firft embarraffed, for every 
innovauon of predeceffors was pleaded as a Cuftom and the engagements between 


upper and under Renters, were drawn out fo ambiguoufly, that plaufible pleas were 


urged for fubfequent extortion. 


Thad the honor to addrefs you under date the 31ft Auguft 1785 upon this fubjec 
and permit me to enclofe a Copy as explanatory of the meafures adopted, to remedy 
the foregoing evils. Every thing now being fimplified, oppreffion is ealily detected 
and punithed a few examples fuficed, and parties became attentive to engagements 
when they cuuld not infringe what they had figned. In this confidence the Tenants 
cultivate with induftry and pay punétually. The Aumuils alfu, teeing an improving 


Country will not rifk the lofs of it by with holding their Kifts.—(Inftalments.) 


Tn conformity to your orders, I have immediately replied to the firft part, andI 
will hereafter fulfil your inflru€tions upon the other points of your letter. 


I remain, STR, 
Your moft obedient humble fervant. 


THOMAS LAW, Collefor. 
Gra, the 7th March 1787. 


fe 
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To SAMUEL CHARTERS, Ef. 
PRESIDENT and MEMBERS ofthe Caccutta ComMITTEE of REVENUE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


RAJA MITTERJEET SING, having renewed a former claim for lands embeazted. 
by Ram Sewuck, I fummoned the defendant and have the honor to fubmit my proceeds: 
ings in the caufe for your definitive orders. This example, will 1 truft ineet with 
your approbation, more particularly at this peried, when the Country is no longer 


deemed a temporary conqueft, but a permanent tenure. 


The provincial Adawluts have eftablifhed the rights of individuals, and given a 
confidence which muft raife the value of land and tend to its nnprovement, but the’ 
the procefs of thefe courts has bern particularifed in the General Regulations, hitherto 


no rules have been drawn, to define the mode of inveftigating Revenue difputes. 


As aChief or Colleftor aQsin the double capacity of receiver of the Revenues, 
and decider of differences, he fhould be required to keep feparate {ets of Books for 
cach department. One for judicial proceedings in Revenue matters, and the others for 
receipts and difburfements and public correfpondence , having ventured to recommend 


this rule, I requefi to be excufed fuggelting the followmng Repulauons, which have 
occurred to me as falutary. 


A Mocurrerydar or Farmer renewing his appointment from Government, ‘if 
he delegidgs itto another in the Mofuffil, fhould give him a written aitienty, anda 
Mocurrerydar or Farmer fo delegating his powcr, fhould not have the fame power 
alfo exifting at the fame um? in himfclf, to fend Mobuffils with Duftucks on the under 
Farmers or Ryots. His power fhould be folely over his Agent during fuch Agent's 
continuance. 


N. B. At this period Mr. Shore’s revenue regulations were not formed. 


Tha 
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‘The fame rale alfo fhouid be obferved in cafe of a Mocurrerydar farming but. bid 
fands go anothers, for the mo intricate Revenue difputes arife by the mocurrerydat’ 
ig terferins iy the colleQions atthe fame time that he has farmed them to another, 
being tuts cd theisto othe thie’ a define of thewing his power, ot of extorting a little 


more than fis envag ment by Nuzzurs from the Zemindars. 
Saale 


2d. No Moacurrerydar er Farmer fhould Ju.d Duftucks upon the under Farmer until 
the pericd for paynent of his Kifts is expired and by no means before +t 1s due, as lis au- 
thority i thus annthilated and he his prevented from collcQing his Rents in due 
feafon from ths under Tenants, Ryotts, and others in gradation who hold lands 


andor tos, 


od. Ore Mohn gil fhould be firfi font, and on non-payment of the Kift after being thus 
demanded the defautier fhould be confined, or his property diftrained but the multt- 
plicatiucf Bichutth fhoul? le tetaliy prohsbited : the Farmers colli Qions whereby he 
might hgudais to. atcar. when thus under reftraint are all abforbed in Tullubaneh. 
An Aun mikes ths Arucle of Tullubaneh a ceria part of his advantage, and 
when one Mohali, actually fent, the number of fix or more is inferted in the 
Datluct, and the d'telh do uadar Beater obliged to pay this daily cefs or otherwife 


hia property ws {td bude by Title as it becomes due. 


Tcneed not be oblerved, that the mbhabitants from fuch see they 
found that compocts were not infringed, would readily give Caboolyat8 and as they 
‘wdroved culuyauion chearfully acquiefce in a proportionable increafe, feeing their 


“advantage thercby. On the prefent plan engagements are {carce meant to be abided 


hy, evenat the moment of being entered into, 


‘A peuy Ferme: knows that a Caboulyat isa mere inducement for him to cul- 


tivate 
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Fivate, gnd.that when his grain is ripe additional ceffes will be undoubtedly laid upon 
(him, The petty farmer therefore being aware of the artifice and refolved to elude 
it- gives a Caboolyat, and agrees afterwards to the cefs, but when he has cut his 
corn down, to avoid the unpending confequences he removes with as much as He 
can to another Pergynnah and there next year praftices a fimilar condutt. 


This, though not univerfally, 1s I fear, too generally the cafe in thefe days. The 
progrefs of thiv fubje€t naturally brings mc, to fubmit st to your confideration, 
whether fome form for engagements alfo might not be adopted with fuccefs, and 


prove of great advantage to the parties. 


4th All Caboolyatsand Kiftbundies are ordered to be atteftedby the Cauzy and Cas 
nongoes, this order is not however adhered to or rendered fuule by the Aumils 
who have brought thefe Oficers to a flate of dependancy by feizing their Nankars 
and previleges, whenever they refule to ferve their unjull purpofe. 

5th The Aumil fhould give receipts without fail for the hifts as they are paid, 
under his Seal and fignature, and by no means evadeit on account of pretended 
deductions, account of Tullubanch or other pretence; as all difputes and clauns of 
dedu€tions fhould be fittled at the end of the year and a general difcharge given by 
the Aumil. 


The follo®yg tranflates of adverufoments have given great confidence and will be. 


attended with beneficial confequences. 


“ Notice ss hereby given, whereas the Rycts complain ofthe Aumilstaking Abwabs 
or ceffes over and above thur cngagements the amount of which are inderermunate, 
and difputes and reference to Goverment arte therefrom, preyudicial to the Revenues 
and whereas the Aumuls infert in their engagements, the words “ Abwab Mavtzoly " 

cuftomary 
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cuftomary ceffes which are not explicit, the Ryots not knowing what payments ane" 
to be made at the clofe of the ycar,—and fince Government are defirous of proweély 


ig renters. 


* This is to give nouce, that if from the commencement of the year 1193 Fuffily 
@ny Aumil or Zemindar fhall cent a Farm or Teha, to any individual whomfoever, he 
muft infert in the engagements, a flatement of the ceffes and whatever 1s to be paid 
in the courfe of the year, and the word Mamcoly (or cuftomary) which is quite va- 
gue, mufl not be ever inferted, whoever upon proof, fhall be found to have deviated 
from this ordinance will only be entitled to the Mal or Revenues fpecified and not 


_toany Abwabs or Ceffes. 


On the zoth July 1785 or egth Affar 1192 Fuffily, It having been fignified by Ra» 
Jab Mitteerjet Sing that the Tickadars and Ryotsin Pergunnah Sunout have difputes 
about accounts in which the laier prove confiderable fufferers, Notice is hereby giv- 
en, that a receip! fhall be given to the Tcekadars * for every individual payment 
{pecifying the date with Seal and fignature of the Rajah affixed thereto and that the 
Teekadars fhall give to the inferior Ryots a Hujeet (or Paper inferting the daily 
payment) with the dute; Ifae fhall hereafter be proved, that a Ryot has paid ready 
money, and that the farmers have refufed upon demand, to infert it in the Hus 
ject the faid farmer fhall be fubye& to a penalty of 100 Rupees payable to 
Ryot. Given this 18th Auguit 1785 or 7th Sawon 1192 Fuffily. It having--Speared 
that certain Teekadars take from the Ryots more than the fixed jaa of 
Twenty-iwo and half feer in Forty under pleas of charges which occafions the dif- 
trefs and emigration of the Ryots, 


“ Notice is hereby given, that no Teekadars or Zemindar muft take more than the 


aquantity: 
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iitansity preferibed by Government, and in default thereof, fhall pay ‘a penalty of 


twine the fur to the Ryots aforefaid. Given the 27th of Sawon 1192 Fumy. 
TI remain, SIR, 
Your molt obedient humble fervant, 
THOMAS LAW, Collefter. 
Gra, Auguft 31, 1785. 


EL a PT NE DEL INET PE TEST 
EXTRACTS from the WORKS of MONTESQUIEU. 


WHEN the favages of Louifiana are dcfious of fruit, they cut down the tree, 


and then gather the frun*. Thisas an emblem of de{potie Government. 


OF all defpotic Governments there 1s none that labours more under its own weight 
than that wherein the Prince declares himfelf Proprtctor of all the lands, and heir to all 
bis fubjed. Hence the negleét of agriculture arifes, and if the prince intermeddles 


Dawife in trade, all manner of indullry 15 rumed. 


Under this Jort of Government nothing is repaired or improvedt, Toufes are built only 


for the xecefity of habitation: there is no digsing of ditches, or planting of trees: 
every thing is drawn from, but nothing reftored to, the carth: the ground lies 


untied, and the whele Country becomes a defert. 


Poverty and the precarioufnefs, of property, in a defpotic flate, render ufury 


SERA ee arr rn ee 


© Eaifying letters 11 col. P. 315. + See Recaut, ftate of the Ottoman Empire, P. 196. 
N natural, 
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natural, each perfon raifing the value of his money in proportion tothe danger ie 
ces in lee ing it. Mifery therefore, pours in from all parts into thofe unbappy 
ountries ; they are bereft of every thing even of the refource of borrowing. 


The public revenues are a portion that each fubje@ gives of his property, in order 
to fecure or enjoy the remainder. 


Tofix thefe Revenues in a proper manner, regard fhould be had both to the 
neceffities of the Rate and to thofe of the fubje&l. The real wants of tbe people ought 
never to give way to the imaginary wants of the fate. 


Nothing requires more wif{dom and prudence than the regulation of that portion 
of which the fubjeétis deprived, and that which he is fuffered to retain. 
The public revenues fhould not bce meafured by the peoples abilities to give, but 
by what they ought to give; and, if they are meafured by their abilities to give, it 
fhould be confdered what they are able to grve for a conflancy. 


The effeét of wealth in a country is to infpire every heart with ambition: that 


of pdyerty is to give birth todifpair. The former 1s excited by labour: the laser 
is foothud by indolence. 


Nature is jut to all mankind, and repays them for their induftry She renders 
them induftrious by annexing rewards in proportion to their labour. But, if an 
arbitrary prince fhould attempt to deprive people of natures bounty they ma fall 
into a difrelith of induftry ; and then indolence and inaGlion muft be their only hap- 
pinels. 


Af fome Subjects do not pay enough, the mifcbief is not fo great; their convenience and 
cere turn always to the public advantage: if fome private people pay too wuch, their. 
* vale 
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Pits vedounds to the public detriment. If the Government proportions sil tt 
i individuals, the care and conventency of the latter will fon make sts fortune riya, *T% 
dabele depends upon a critical moment: fhall the State begin with improverifhing» the 
Subjects to enrich ufelf, or bad it better wast to be enriched by sts Subjects? Is it guava 


advifeable for it to have the former or the latter advantage? which fhall it chufe, tp* 
to begin, or to end, with opulence ? 


The duties felt leaft by the people are thafe on Merchandize, becaufe they ave not de- 
manded of them in form. 


Taxes ought to be very light in defpouc Governments ; otherwife who would be 
at the trouble of tilling the land? Befides, how is it poffible to pay heavy duties 


in aGovernment that makes no manner of returns tu the different contributions of 
4 


the Subjc&? 


The exorbitant power of the Prince, and the extreme depreffion of the people, 
requires that there fhould not be even a pollibility of the leat miftake between them. 
The taxePought to be fo eafy tocolleét, and fo clearly fettled, as to leave no opportunity for 

Lollefors to encreafe or dimunt/h them. 


It is axgeneral rule that taxes may be heavier in proportion to the liberty of the 
fubje@"and\that there is aneceffity for reducing them in proportion to the encreafe 
of flavery. This has always been and always will be the cafe. It is a rule derived 


from nature that never varies. 


In fome monarchies in Europe there are particular Provinces, which, from the 
‘wery nature of their civil Government, are in a more flourifhing condition than 


she 
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the reft, jris pittended that thefe Provinces are not fufficiently taxed, becaufs 
Rog the goodnefs of their Covernment, they are able to be taxed higher: 
hence the Minfters feem conflantly to arm at depriving them of this very 
Government, fiom whence a defufive blefing is derived, uhich redounds euen 


' 
to the Prince's advantage. 


